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Footprints  

 As I consider the 
past weeks and months of 
summer, the watchword for 
me is ñgratitude.ò  It has been a boun-
teous summer in many ways: lots of 
rain that has produced lots of gorgeous 
flowers (see the pictures of our ladies 
at the Garden Party where they en-
joyed the beauty of Fran and Alisonôs 
backyard) and veggies (despite the To-
mato Blight), the retirement of Vacation 
Bible School this year has made for 
lots of time to work on this yearôs big-
ger and better Harvest Fair, lots of en-
ergy put forth in my personal life re-
decorating my daughter Graceôs bed-
room, and lots of love that has been 
shared with me surrounding my 50th 
birthday.  I have so much to be grateful 
for and wish to share that gratitude with 
you as you have so generously shared 
your time, your lives, your gifts and 
skills and talents with me. 
 You may not realize it, but I be-
gan my ministry at the Presbyterian 
Church of Sweet Hollow on my birth-
day: August 15, 2003.  The ensuing six 
years have been busy and joyous: I am 
so grateful to be a part of the Sweet 
Hollow family. 
 We have done so much in 
these six years.  We have grown in 
numbers, in finances, in faith and love.  
We have developed a Mission Team 
that has done so much in Huntington 

and around the world.  We hang Shar-
ing Bags quarterly: twice annually to 
support the Huntington Community 
Food Council and twice annually to 
bring school supplies and healthy 
snacks to the Huntington Station En-
richment Center Boys & Girls Club.  If 
you could only hear its Program Direc-
tor, Ron Worrell, wax eloquent about 
our little church with the big heart and 
how much they rely on and appreciate 
our commitment and care.  Addition-
ally, weôve supported a myriad of other 
organizations: Nourish the Children, 
The Medical Benevolence Foundation, 
Heifer International, the Central Asia 
Institute, Church World Services and 
so much more.  The Mission Team 
has decided its international focus this 
year is going to be on the ETSC ï the 
PC(USA)-sponsored seminary in 
Cairo, Egypt.  Youôll be hearing more 
about it in the Bell Ringer and beyond 
as the 2009-2010 season begins. 
 With the 2003 release of Dan 
Brownôs The Da Vinci Code, we 
started a Book Discussion Group, 
which had a lively and informative con-
versation not only of that title, but has 
continued to meet monthly and has 
read and talked about everything from 
Anne Riceôs version of Jesusô early life 
to the history of the Russian-Afghan 
war to this monthôs The Poisonwood 
Bible, a historical fiction novel about a 
Baptist missionary, his wife and chil-
dren living the Congo in the 1950s and 

 continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Christian Ed News 
 

Registration for the Fall 2009 Sunday School sea-

son begins on Sunday September 13th at 10 a.m. 

as we begin our five-week study of David the 

Shepherd King. We are pleased to announce that 

our lessons this year will include materials for the 

Pre-K  young people in the Nursery. Regular Sun-

day School is available for all children in K-5th 

grade in the ñone room schoolò setting in the Sun-

day School classrooms on the lower level. Pre-

Confirmation  class for students in 6th-8th grade 

will be held in the Church Parlor. 

 

Please consider joining the Sweet Hollow Sun-

day School teaching team! If you are interested 

why not try sitting in on a lesson or two to see just 

how the class is run. If you have taken the Child 

Protection Policy training as an Elder or Deacon or 

VBS volunteer you are ready to teach! Additional 

training will be arranged as needed. Please contact 

Pastor Rebecca Segers at 367-9249 for further in-

formation. 

 

 

Welcome Home Sunday 
 

The Christian Ed Team invites all our 

Sweet Hollow members and friends to 

join us for a special celebration to wel-

come the Fall worship season on Sun-

day September 20th at 10 a.m. Follow-

ing the morning worship please join us for a 

BBQ lunch and fellowship time, including water 

games for ñkids of all agesò in the churchyard! So, 

donôt forget your bathing suits and towels. The CE 

Team will provide all food and beverages. We 

suggest that you bring along your own comfortable 

lawn chair. 

 

Volunteers are needed at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday 

September 20th to help set up for the BBQ and 

to stay following the BBQ for clean-up duties. 

Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Worship Committee  
by Everett Garland  

 
As we watch the sum-
mer draw to a close, we 
are grateful for the many 
opportunities  we have 
had to  worship at Sweet 
Hollow. We wish to 
thank Rev. John Wal-
lace, Rev. Miriam Koo, 
Glorya Johnson, and 
Rachel Vione who sub-
stituted for Pastor Re-
becca  as she enjoyed 
some well-deserved va-
cation time.  We also 
wish to thank Christina 
Kim for playing in Ra-
chelôs absence, as well 
as our musicians who 
provided music for our 
summer sevices:  Carol 
Keil, Tracy Mora, Jim 
Sommermeyer, Maureen 

Sansone, Niaja Mowatt,  Rebecca and Grace 
Segers, and Rachel Fogel . 
 We look to the fall with new opportunities to 
participate in worship. Our Saturday evening ser-
vice will be on September 12th at 5:00. We wish to 
thank Deborah Verma and Tracy Mora for their par-
ticipation and dedication to this service. In addition, 
their moving provides opportunity for others to be-
come involved in the planning of this service, as 
well as for anyone who may be willing to share their 
musical talents. Please speak with Pastor Rebecca 
if you wish to be a part of this ministry. 
 The  choir will resume singing  during wor-
ship on September 13th . Our official Welcome 
Home Sunday will be on September 20th. On Sep-
tember 27th, we look forward to Dr. Iskandar wor-
shiping with us and speaking about her experi-
ences as an Egyptian Christian. Looking ahead, 
Sunday, October 4th offers us the opportu-
nity  to  join in afternoon worship with other local 
Presbyterian churches to celebrate World Com-
munion Sunday. Look for further information in the 
October Bell Ringer as more details become avail-
able.  
  As you can see, we are very fortunate to 
have so much to look forward to in the fall, and 
hope you will consider joining us in worshiping our 
Lord and Savior.  

Sweet Hollow was blessed to 

have many of its members lift 

their voices in praise this sum-

mer.  Here is a shot of Grace 

Segers singing the Anthem 

ñFollow Meò while Music Di-

rector Rachel Fogel accompa-

nies her on piano. 
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On Monday, August 24, the Sweet Hollow Youth 

Group began their mission trip to Overlook Farm in 

Rutland, Massachusetts. Our eager young participants 

included Alexandra DôAngelo, April Fallon, Kira San-

sone, myself, Annalise Thode and Amanda Vione. 

Chaperoning was Pastor Rebecca Segers. In Garden 

City, we met up with Pastor Wanda Hughes and her 

group of kids: Kobe, Renee, Joe, Clark, and Jeremiah. 

 

Okay, now to the fun stuff: during our four day stay at 

Overlook Farm, we learned not only how to chase down 

a herd of escaped goats, but also about sustainability 

and how we can do our part to end world hunger. 

 

Every day, we had farm chores at 8:15 and 4:00. This 

included everything from collecting eggs to feeding the 

yaks in the China site.  You might be thinking now, 

wait a minute. China? Yaks? What are these kids doing 

on this farm, anyway? Well, Overlook Farm is an edu-

cational site for the nonprofit organization Heifer Inter-

national. Heifer sends farm animals to communities in 

over 120 countries with poverty, including the United 

States. These farm animals create a livelihood for peo-

ple in these countries. Also, Heifer teaches sustainabil-

ity and how to create your own industry to the people. 

 

Overlook Farm has different houses all around its 

grounds to represent the houses in the countries that 

Heifer helps. There is everything from a house on stilts 

made out of bamboo that represents a house in Thailand 

to plywood shacks that represent houses on the Mexi-

can/American borderlands. For one night out of the four 

spent on the farm, we have to eat and sleep in one of 

these sites. 

 

Half of our group stayed in Guatemala, and half in 

Thailand. We had to cook the same amount of food that 

a family in these countries would, and over a fire, too! 

We were denied cell phones and books. Each family 

was given a ñcritical situationò written by an actual per-

son in Thailand and Guatemala, which had a scenario 

and three different options. We had to discuss the situa-

tion and what we would do if this were actually happen-

ing to us. Then, we slept in whichever house we were in 

and made oatmeal for breakfast in the morning. 

 

Not only was it an educational experience, it was a fun 

one, too. Without TV and the computer tying us down, 

all of the kids really bonded. We made memories and 

celebrated a birthday with cake. We embraced helping 

others and each other. Farm work wasnôt so tough when 

we had friends to help us out and watch our backs. 

 

All in all, this trip was really fun in all ways possible. I 

had a great time, and I think everyone else did too. If 

next yearôs mission trip is as fun as this one, I will be as 

happy as a girl from Nepal who just received a goat from 

Heifer. 

 

 

Our Trip to Overlook Farm  
by Grace Segers 

Grace Segers, Alexandra DôAngelo and April 

Fallon enjoy a rare moment of relaxation. 

Amanda Vione and Kira Sansone chop vegeta-

bles for supper in the Global Village. 

Grace Segers 

carrying a 

water balloon 

ñbabyò to be 

ñbirthedò 

later in the 

evening and 

cared for by 

her whole 

Thai family.  
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MISSION TEAM  
by Charlotte DeSanti  

 

Hello and we hope  everyone had  an enjoyable and relaxing summer.  
  
The first and most important news regarding "THE HARVEST FAIR."   The  DATE has been 
CHANGED from Saturday, October 3rd to the following SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th from 10AM 
to 4 PM on Columbus Day Weekend.    
  
We are looking forward to a super fair this year as we have joined with the Christian Ed Team 
in preparation.   Our Pumpkin Patch will be in full swing with  hay rides, bouncy rides, a pet-
ting zoo,   and children's crafts all  day  long .  We will also have our white elephant tables, 
beautiful craft tables, food, baked goods for sale,  vendors, church tours and history along 
with Sunday School classroom demonstration for anyone in the community who might be in-
terested in seeking out our church.    
 
Volunteers are needed  so we ask that if you can  donate  some of your time on the 10th we will 
have a sign up sheet at coffee hour  each week where you can choose how you might like to 
help.   We are also looking for new vendors and if anyone is interested or knows of someone 
who has something to sell, please contact me (Charlotte DeSanti, lopus71@aol.com ) or leave 
a message at the church office.  

  
We will also need volunteers to help unload our pumpkins which are scheduled for de-
livery on   Friday, October 2nd at 5pm and Friday,  October 16th.    
  

Thank you to everyone who brought in a sharing bag filled with school supplies for the chil-
dren at the Huntington Station Enrichment Center.   We do this collection over the summer so 
the children have their supplies before school starts.   For those of you who were  away or 
missed the deadline and  would still like to contribute, sharing bags are  at the  back of the 
sanctuary  (near the breezeway).  They can be dropped off anytime  during the first few weeks 
of  September.  
  
We will again be helping out St Hugh's church with Project Hope where members of the com-
munity are fed a nice warm meal.   No date has been set yet but we will keep you posted.  
  
Again, welcome back  -  how fast the summer  went or what we had of summer this year!    
 
Please don't forget -  MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th  FROM 10AM 
TO 4PM for the  ANNUAL  HARVEST FAIR; our BIGGEST event of the year.   Come and en-
joy!   Look for us on Sundays after church  to sign up if you can help out in any capacity.   Thank 
you!  

CHURCH FAIR 
by Sukey Walter  

 

Please hold on to your White Elephant table items until October 9th if at all possi-

ble. We have very limited storage space. We are looking for relatively new items that 

do not have a musty odor. Also NO suitcases, bowling balls, skis, large bulky items or 

clothing other than adorable baby items. If you do bring something that takes more 

than one person to lift be prepared to take it back if it doesn't sell. If it is  

electric it must work. If it is something you would buy we would love to have it.  
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS 

FIRST FALL CHURCH BRUNCH  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22nd 

PALESTINE MAY BE OUR TOPIC  

 

Our fall Church Brunch program begins on Tuesday, September 22nd, 10 am-12:30 pm, when we expect to 

have a DVD on Palestine.  The Presbyterian Church has a study group on Palestine that has prepared a 

DVD on this topic.  We have asked to receive a copy and hope to be able to show it at our first fall church 

brunch.  Churches for Middle East Peace is another organization working to promote peace and assist 

Christians living in the Middle East whose lives are unfortunately adversely affected by the conflict.  All 

are invited to what we expect will be a most interesting program. 

 

As is our custom we will have some delicious refreshments as well as freshly brewed coffee and/or cool 

beverages depending on the weather.  So join us on September 22nd for our kickoff fall church brunch. 

 

SWEET HOLLOW NEWS  

 

¶ Ninety-one people attended the memorial service held in our church on Sunday afternoon, August 2nd 

for John H. Gross, who died on July 17th after a long battle with Parkinsonôs disease.  Our Emeritus Pas-

tor John Wallace conducted the service with music by Judy Wallace.  John Gross was born June 18, 

1925, served in the Navy during World War II, was a Grumman retiree.  He joined the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow in 1964, served 3 terms as an elder and 1 term as a deacon.  He and his wife, 

Barbara, moved to Londonderry, New Hampshire in 2002 to be near their daughter Susan.  Their sons 

David and Andrew have remained on Long Island, David, who also served as a deacon at Sweet Hol-

low, in Mastic Beach and Andrew in Hauppauge. 

 

¶ A memorial service was held at 11:00 a.m. in our sanctuary on Monday morning, August 31st for Rose 

Spatarella who passed away August 22nd at the Carillon Nursing Home, where she resided for the past 4 

1/2 years. Rose and her husband, Tony, were members of our choir during the 1960s.  Their children 

Paul, Ralph and Laura are Sweet Hollow members.   Laura Fallon invited the congregation to a recep-

tion for her mother, Rose, in the Fellowship Hall.  In lieu of flowers her family has requested either a 

donation to Nourish the Children (checks can be made out to PCSH) or an outdoor perennial which will 

be planted in her honor. 

 

¶ Sandra Youla returned to visit Sweet Hollow last Sunday.  Sandra was a 1971 Sweet Hollow confir-

mand and is presently a city planner for Montgomery County in the Washington D.C. area. 

 

¶ Deborah Verma and Tracy Mora will be leaving our congregation on September 15, 2009 for more 

southern climes as they move to Arkansas to provide support for Deborahôs mother.  Theyôve been very 

active at Sweet Hollow beginning even before they joined on November 7, 2004.  At our annual meet-

ing in January 2005 Deborah was elected an Elder and Tracy a Deacon.  Deborah served 1 term as an 

Elder, is a founding member of Women 4 Women, has sung in the choir and directed the Christmas 

Pageant.  Tracy is serving his second term as a Deacon, has provided a strong voice, often a soloist or a 

guitarist in the choir, recorded sermons on CD and video-recorded numerous Christmas Pageants.  Both 

have provided leadership for the Youth Group and for the Saturday Worship Service.  We are most  

continued on page 6 
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¶ grateful for the time that they have been with us and we will miss them deeply.  A celebration of their 

ministry here and a chance to say ñgoodbyeò will occur at a special Coffee Hour after worship on Sun-

day, September 13th.  Their new contact information will be: 21355 Highway 70 East, Heth, AR 72346 

(phone) 870-657-2624 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR CHURCH FAIR  

ON OCTOBER 10th  

 

Even if you can be present for only a couple of hours, your help is needed for 

our annual Church Fair, which will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 

October 10th.  Note the change of date!  We need people for the following: 

 
¶ Selling pumpkins 

¶ Staff the kitchen 

¶ Bake goods for the Bake Table and/or Staff it 

¶ Staff White Elephant & Craft Tables (let Sukey know) 

¶ Staff the Church Info Table & Church Tour 

¶ Help with Childrenôs Activities 

¶ Or be available to fill-in where needed 

 

Please email Charlotte DeSanti lupus71@aol.com or call at 631-423-4243 

and let her know the times you will be available.  Letôs all work together to 

make this a rousing success 

Mother/daughter team Millie 

Schmitt and Jill Conroy share  

a smile at Fran Kerr and Alison 

Paalzôs Garden Party. 

Sweet Hollow News continued from page 5 

More abouté the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt 
by Mary Ellen Moyse  

  
 During the summer months, when many people spend their vacation time at the beaches 
on the north coast of Egypt, the ordination-track ETSC students head for the town and villages of 
Egypt to serve the church!  About 50 students spent last summer serving in Cairo, the Delta area 
and Alexandria, Luxor and several other areas.  They serve village and city churches, hospitals, 
homes for the elderly and handicapped, and in addiction-recovery centers.  Last August, 10 full-
time faculty members from ETSC went out in teams to visit the students in their various sites of 
ministry to encourage them in their service.  One of them was Dr. Dustin Ellington, teacher of New 
Testament.  He said the following: ñéafter visiting the students and seeing them in their sites of 
ministry, I am so proud of them.  They face many challenges and difficulties during the hot sum-
mer months, and as they apply their seminary training in these circumstances, their character and 
experience are built up more and more.  They are growing into mature servants of Christ.ò 
  
 On September 27, we look forward to having Dr. Magda Iskander as our guest during Sun-
day worship service at Sweet Hollow.  Dr. Iskanderôs daily encounters with the elderly contributed 
to her building a home healthcare profession in Egypt; it has become known as Care with Love.  
Care for the elderly is a common challenge all over the world and it is no different in Egypt.  We 
look forward to hearing and learning about Dr. Iskanderôs program. 


