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Footprints  

 

 Wow!  What a 

whirlwind of a summer itôs 

been for me!  Filled with blessings and 

benefits, visits with old friends and  

treasured places, exciting projects and 

activities, and care and comfort of those 

whoôve faced challenges during these 

past months. 

I began the summer by taking my 

daughter, Grace, off to Johns Hopkins 

CTY program followed by two weeks 

of preparing for VBS and the fall end-

ing with a trip to see friends in the 

Washington D.C. area.  This time was 

such a gift to me.  I enjoyed visiting 

with former parishioners, my oldest NY 

friend (I need to clarify: oldest in the 

time weôve known each other, not old-

est in years! :), and former col-

leaguesðI saw and worshiped with 

Rev. Mark Greiner who used to be at 

the Presbyterian Church in Baldwin but 

is now in Takoma Park, MD.  Iôm 

pleased to report that he and his family 

are doing well, enjoying their new 

home and church family. 

Then I picked up Grace and headed 

to the Chautauqua Institute.  As many 

of you know, Chautauqua is a spiritual 

retreat center on over 250 acres of land 

along Lake Chautauqua.  As well as a 

gorgeous setting, the center offers edu-

cational and cultural and religious pro-

gramming in a safe environment for 

kids and adults alike.  (Graceôs favorite 

activity is to get on her bike and goð

the way I used to as a kid, but wonôt 

allow her to do anywhere else.) 

While there, I was invited to par-

ticipate in offering the Lordôs Supper 

during worship.  We served commun-

ion to over 4,000 people.  It was an 

amazing and special opportunity; I felt 

so blessed to be asked to play a part in 

it.  I was also gifted with the opportu-

nity to reconnect with Rev. Mary 

McNamara, the Interim President of 

Union Theological Seminary from 

1998-1999 and Parish Associate at 

Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 

while I was there. 

After a week of intellectual and 

spiritual refreshment, I came back to 

Melville and Sweet Hollow, ready to 

dive right into Vacation Bible School.  

What a week we had!  It was an awful 

lot of work this year, but with a great 

deal of help from Carol Keil, Maureen 

and Frank Sansone as well as myriad 

others, we shared Godôs love and the 

Fruits of the Spirit with 35 children 

from the Sweet Hollow area. 

The next week was spent in prepa-

ration for the fall, especially the new 

worship service beginning on the sec-

 continued on page 7 

 

Pastor Rebecca offers commun-

ion during Chautauquaôs Ecu-

menical Lordôs Supper 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Sunday School News 
 

The Fall 2008 Sunday School season 

begins on Sunday September 7th at 10 

am. This is a Communion Sunday so 

the children should go directly to the 

Craft Classroom at 10 am.  

 

The Christian Ed Team has been at work making 

plans for the 2008-2009 Sunday School year with 

the help of the excellent resources at the LI Presby-

tery office. We plan to begin the year using a les-

son plan that will include music, computers, story 

telling and crafts to enrich each weekly lesson. We 

will continue to use a rotating team of teachers in a 

ñone room schoolò setting for children grades K-5. 

 

We wish to thank Andrea Kout-

softas for her dedication in serving 

as the Nursery Care Supervisor this 

past year and now look forward to her presence 

among us during morning worship each week! 

 

Please consider joining the Sunday School  

teaching team. 
 

If you have already taken the Child Protection Pol-

icy training as an Elder or Deacon or VBS volun-

teer you are ready to teach! Additional training will 

be arranged as needed. Please speak to Pastor Re-

becca Segers or Carol Keil to learn more about 

how you can become part of the CE Team. 

Welcome Home Sunday  
 

Please plan to join us at the Presbyterian Church of 

Sweet Hollow at 10 am on Sunday September 7th 

for the Welcome Home Worship Service and 

BBQ picnic lunch to follow!  
 

The Christian Ed Team will provide all 

food and beverages for the BBQ.  Volun-

teers are needed at 8:45 am on Sunday 

September 7th to help set up for the 

BBQ and to stay on following the BBQ for clean-

up duties. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 

Activities will include games; scarecrow stuffing 

and the ever-popular water slide for the children; so 

pack your swimsuits and towels and a comfortable 

lawn chair and join us for a wonderful day of fun 

and fellowship. 

 

Nursery Coverage Needed 
 

The Christian Ed Team is seeking applicants for the 

position of Nursery Care Supervisor.  The appli-

cant should be at least 21 years of age and available 

to tend the Nursery each Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 

11:15 a.m.  The salary for the position is $15.00 per 

week.  The applicant need not be a member of the 

Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow, but will go 

through an application process that includes Child 

Safety and Protection Policy training.  Please con-

tact Pastor Rebecca Segers at 631-367-9249 for fur-

ther details. 

CE NEWS 

MISSION TEAM 
by Charlotte DeSanti  

 

We hope everyone is having a wonderful summer.  Once again, our sharing bags will be out listing 

school supplies needed.  Please pick up one or two of the bags at church over the next couple of 

weeks.  
        

Our Harvest Fair is set for Saturday October 18th.  Along with the annual Pumpkin Patch there will be 

food, games and tractor rides around the field.  So please come and enjoy the fun.  
       

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the mission team or would just like to volunteer in some 

capacity, please contact me, Charlotte DeSanti at: lopus71@aol.com or leave a message for Pastor Re-

becca at the church office: 631 -367-9249.  Thank you all and enjoy the rest of the summer.  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 2008  

SON HARVEST COUNTY FAIR 
by The VBS Team  

        

This year's Vacation Bible School (VBS), Son Harvest County Fair, held the week of Au-

gust 4th through August 8th, was a "Blue Ribbon Winner"!  Each day, the children who 

attended experienced many sights, sounds, tastes and tactile adventures.  Here's a 

sampling of the fun activities they participated in:  
 

¶ At the "Blue Ribbon Beginning" and the "Son Harvest Send - Off", the children learned 

many spiritual, lively songs, as well as hand motions to go along with those songs.  

¶ During "Barnyard Bedlam", the children played fun & challenging games, enthusiasti-

cally chased each other with water balloons and went on an ATV Hayride.  

¶ In "God's Growing Garden", the attendees watched skits, answered difficult ques-

tions and participated in Bible Stories, as well as playing related games.  Each 

day, after the bible skit and the bible activity, each of the children got to place 

a piece of fruit in the beautiful garden, representing the fruit & saying of that 

particular day.  

¶ At the "Craft Coop", they made picture frames, VBS memory books and fashioned their 

own potpourri seed packets.  A wonderful patchwork paper quilt contains vibrant 

pictures each of the children colored.   

¶ In "Farmhouse Fun", the children experienced good, old - fashioned farm activities.  

They made their very own delicious jams, homemade butter, and biscuits, which eve-

ryone got to taste. (Everyone's STILL commenting on how "melt in your mouth" yummy 

these were!)  They also made cornhusk dolls and clothed and stuffed scarecrows.  

¶ At the "Country Cafe", the children enjoyed various snacks, such as fresh fruits, 

cheeses, crackers, pretzels, and the farm fresh butter, jelly and biscuits.  

 

Since last yearôs VBS Mission Project, the Food Drive Challenge, was such a success 

the children and the leaders were again asked to bring in canned foods, jar foods and 

packaged foods to help combat the growing food shortage on Long Island.  Every day, 

the children enthusiastically brought in more and more food.  Each and every child who 

participated was given a prize, and the children in the group that brought in the most 

food, the 1st, 2nd & 3rd graders, received a special additional prize.  Over 300 food 

items were collected and will be given to those in the community who are in need.  

Thank you to everyone involved!  
        

As always, this wonderful week culminated with our VBS Closing Ceremony & Barbeque.  

Family and friends who attended were treated to a slide presentation of all the ac-

tivities from this inspirational week, as well as hamburgers, hot dogs, various sal-

ads, chips, watermelon & a vast array of cakes and cookies.  Everyone went home with 

full hearts and full stomachs!  
        

There are so, so many volunteers to thank.  Since we don't want to leave anyone out, 

we won't list everyone by name; we'd like to thank everyone: Those individuals who 

helped with the preparatory work in the months and weeks preceding VBS; people who 

helped with the decorations on the Friday night before VBS; everyone who helped with 

the decorations on Sunday (the day before VBS); everyone who helped during the week of 

VBS, whether it be for an hour, a day, a few days, or the entire week.  Everyone who 

helped with setting up for the VBS Closing Ceremony & Barbeque, with cooking the Bar-

beque food, everyone who helped with that event by breaking down the tables, putting 

away the chairs and taking down decorations.  Anyone and everyone who graciously do-

nated food, water, clothing, newspapers, fabric fruits & vegetables, bushel baskets, 

scarecrows, crates, crafted animals, farming tools, crafted baskets and anything else 

we may have forgotten to mention.  Truly, without you, this week that means so much to 

the children would absolutely not be possible.  We thank you all from the bottom of 

our hearts, for making this such an amazing experience for the children.  They will 

never forget it, thanks to you!     
continued on page 5 
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Barbara Moder, Heather Moder and Torry Rerez set up 

snacks in the kitchen. Doug Moder takes some members of the Pre-K/K group 

on a hayride (left to right): Doug, Sara Verma, Amanda 

Moder, Isabel Kim and Hillary Krams.  

Gail Keil 

helps lead 

Farmhouse 

Fun, helping 

kids to plant 

grass seed. 

Hayseeds Vikki Rerez, Frank Sansone and Teddy 

Tanksley take a break from leadership duties. 

Brittany Salerno, Jessica Fressle and Brittney Moder enjoy 

their time at the Craft table. 

Hannah McGowan, Jessie Fressle, April Fallon and Angie 

Furone sing and dance to ñOur Heavenly Father.ò 


