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Footprints f 7
Fall is upon us: the

weather is turning cooler and
crisp; the leaves are beginning
School has begun again and
schedules are a bit more predictable. We
started off the season with a bang, celebrat-
ing a wonderful worship service followed

| by a church-wide barbeque. The following
- Sunday, we baptized beautiful Katharine

Grace Savrides and our sanctuary was once
again filled with people and song and fel-
lowship. The past couple of Sundays,
however, attendance has been lighter; it
seems that without a special event or rea-
son, people make other choices. -

I struggle with whether to mention
this — and if 50, how to mention it. How do
I encourage our members and friends, and
even people who may not ever have been
to Sweet Hollow but just happen to be
reading this article, to come to church?
How do I let you know that whatever your
reason for not coming (sports, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, needing to sleep in, fear of
meeting people you don’t know, fear of
seeing people you do know, embarrass-
ment because it’s been so long since
you’'ve been, etc.) is not nearly as good as
your reason for coming and the welcome
that you would receive upon appearing?
How do I not sanction you, but invite you
into Giod’s house and God’s community.

We in the Presbyterian Church
believe in infant baptism, not because the
child understands the ritual, but because we
believe that God is reaching out to us even

A Friendly Church; So When You Come — Bring A Friend

as we are incapable of reaching out to
God. We believe that God is always here
(thus there is no “Invocation™ in our wor-
ship service — no need to invite God's
presence when God is already with us).

As God’s (and vour) chosen repre-
sentative as the Pastor of the Presbyterian
Church of Sweet Hollow, | sometimes find
myself fluammoxed on how to welcome
you without appearing to judge you for the
decisions you make. To come or not to
come. To participate or not to participate.
To tithe or not to tithe. And so on.

For 1 truly believe that while vour
presence benefits me and the other mem-
bers and friends of our community, most
of all it benefits you. When you attend
worship, yvou are able to connect with oth-
ers and with God. When you participate
in Bible Study, you are able to deepen
those connections. When you unload
pumpkins and stay to sell them for charity,
you are the one who prospers. When you
come, I am glad to see vou. The other
folks who are here with you are glad to see
you. God is glad to see you. But the per-
son who grows and thrives and flourishes
ultimately 1s you,

So what do you say? Try to make
worship and other activities at the Presby-
terian Church of Sweet Hollow a regular
part of your life — and just see if you are
not enriched and blessed by the experi-
ence.

- Rev. Rebecca Segers






