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Footprints  

Wow!  What an exciting 

past few months I have 

had.  As you may know, I 

love to travel and itôs been wonderful 

being afforded the opportunity to go so 

many different and interesting places. 

 

Yesterday, my mother, daughter and I 

returned from Egypt and it was a broad-

ening experience indeed.  We spent 

much of our time, of course, viewing 

ancient Egyptian ruins.  We went to the 

famous temples at Abu Simbel, erected 

by Ramses II to show his superiority 

and military might to the Sudanese 

across the river.  We viewed the Giza 

Pyramids up close and personal, as well 

as enjoyed them out our hotel room 

windows.  We went to the Valley of the 

Kings and the Valley of the Queens 

where many pharaohs and their wives 

and their children were buried.  We saw 

temples and tombs and mummies, large 

and small, reminding us of the immen-

sity and power of the ancient Egyptian 

empire. 

 

I also enjoyed my own personal mental 

soundtrack on the tour.  (Donôt you 

sometimes have a song that gets stuck 

in your head and you just canôt seem to 

get rid of it.  Luckily, I like this song, 

for it was stuck in my head for most of 

the time we were on tour.)  It was a 

song by the rock/pop star Sting and it 

goes like this: 

 

ñThe teachers told us, the Romans      

 built this place, 

They built a wall and a temple, an edge 

 of the empire Garrison Town 

They lived and they died, they prayed 

 to their gods 

But the stone gods did not make a 

 sound 

And their empire crumbled, 'til all that 

 was left 

Were the stones the workmen found 

And all this time, the river flowedé 

Endlessly, to the seaéò 

 

In the evening, as the weather cooled 

down (to 89° or 90° J), we would sit 

up on the top of the cruise boat and 

watch the shoreline go by.  The Nile 

looks exactly as you would think it 

would: palm trees in the foreground, 

sand dunes behind them, often nothing 

more than that.  Sometimes you might 

see a farmer working in the fields or a 

donkey pulling a cart.  The river would 

flow on either side of us and I would 

think about the vast empires that have 

crumbled ï in Egypt and all over the 

world ï while the river continues on. 

 

I also thought about the Egyptians 

praying to their stone gods that re-

 continued on page 7 
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Christian Education 
 

The curriculum theme of the 2007-2008 Sunday 

School year, Hearing Godôs Call, comes to a close 

with the presentation of the final Workshop Rota-

tion Unit Esther Hears Godôs Call To Save Her 

People. The Workshop series begins on Sunday 

May 4th.  

 

On Sunday May 11th all Sunday School children 

will remain in the Sanctuary throughout worship to 

participate in the Confirmation Sunday Service. 

 

Pastor Rebecca will lead Second Grade Sacrament 

Education prior to worship on Sunday May 18th 

and Sunday May 25th. Please speak with Pastor Re-

becca for details. 

 

On Sunday June 1st we will celebrate and honor the 

Sweet Hollow Sunday School students and teach-

ers in a special worship service planned by the stu-

dents in Joan Sommermeyerôs Pre-Confirmation 

Class; the service will include Second Grade First 

Communion and Bible presentation and high-lights 

of the Sunday School year presented by the Sunday 

School children.  

 

Sunday School Plant Sale 
 

The annual Sunday School Plant Sale 

is now underway. Order forms for pre-

booked orders are available in the Sanc-

tuary for orders to be delivered to the 

church for pick-up on Sunday May 18th. 

If you wish to select your own plants you are in-

vited to shop on Saturday May 17th from Noon 

thru 3PM  at Otto Keil Florists, Inc; located on 

East Gate Drive in Huntington adjacent to Cold 

Spring Country Club. For directions see Carol 

Keil; or call her at the greenhouses at 631- 692-

7627. A selection of hanging baskets, herbs and 

vegetables will be available for purchase at coffee 

hour following worship on May 18th.  

 

Gift of the Heart School Kits 
 

Sunday School and UPW are partnering to provide 

our goal donation of 40 fully stocked ñGift of the 

Heartò school kits to begin the 2008-2009 school 

year.  

 

ñGift of the Heartò kits are a project of Church 

World Service that provide a tangible way for 

church congregations to help support victims of dis-

asters both here in the USA and internationally. 

 

You can help us reach our goal by your donation of 

the following items each bag is to contain: 

¶ 1  pair childrenôs round tip scissors 

¶ 1  30-centimeter ruler (12ò) 

¶ 1  hand held pencil sharpener 

¶ 6  new pencils with erasers 

¶ 1  large size eraser 

¶ 1  box of 24 crayons 

¶ 1  cloth tote bag 12òx14ò to 14òx16ò finished 

size with cloth handles 

 

Sukey Walter has already collected enough of the 

required notebooks for 40 bags. (3 per bag- 70 

count spiral notebooks or tape-bound pads of 8òx 

10 1/2ò ruled paper or pads with 200 21-sheet of 

ruled paper. No loose-leaf paper) 

 

Please bring your donations to the church office, 

marking them as to use for the ñGift of Heartò 

school kits. 

Words to Ponder 
submitted by Irene Quint  

 

ľA belief which leaves no place for 

doubt is not a belief; it is a supersti-

tion.Ŀ    -  Jose Bergamin 
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Filling in for Pastor Rebecca 

 

On Sunday, April 20th, in Pastor Re-

beccaôs absence, Margaret Cook led 

us in worship.  Margaret is a third 

year seminary student and currently 

a member of the Baldwin Presbyte-

rian Church.  She preached on the subject of being 

good stewards to those who are less fortunate than 

we are. She reminded us that as Christians, those of 

us who have been blessed in abundance are respon-

sible for those among us who are not as blessed.  

 

On Sunday, April 27th, Rev. Ed Myers led wor-

ship.  Rev. Myers has often preached for us while 

Pastor Rebecca has been gone and we always enjoy 

hearing him. 
 

Upcoming Confirmation 
 

In the coming month, we look forward to the con-

firmation of two of our young people, as well as 

Pentecost Sunday and Trinity Sunday. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS  
by Everett Garland 

HUNTINGTON INTERFAITH  
HOMELESS INITIATIVE  

by Mary Ellen Moyse     
 
The Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative 
(HIHI) season ended for PCSH on March 
28/29.   During the cold, sometimes rainy, icy 
and snowy winter nights, several wonderful 
people from our small church went to Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, the respite site.  They 
brought trays of meat, potatoes, salad, bread, 
soda, oranges, cookies and lots of hot sauce!  
Adults and several of our youth helped to set 
up the room with air mattresses, pillows and 
blankets; they moved pews, set up tables and 
served food.  We welcomed a total of 91 men, 
provided them with hot meals and a warm 
overnight place to stay.  Our PCSH people also 
helped chaperone; they brought and served 
breakfast at 5:00 on Saturday morning.  An-
other faithful team did the heavy work of mov-
ing the pews back into place and put tables 
and chairs away; we also cleaned and did 
dishes.   
     
Looking back on these five weekends I hope 
our donation of time, food and clothing cre-
ated a good night for some and kept a few 
from falling victim to the streets.  Thanks to 
all the people who so graciously helped during 
this HIHI season.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

If any one in the church would like to know 

more about the world wide Prayer Shawl  Mini-

try Mission please log on to:  

www.shawlministry.com  

We are part of a large always growing mission. 

The site  is full of wonderful information, pho-

tos, and  stories about other groups and  what 

they are doing.  

 

We also have a beautifully written inspiratioal 

book about the ministry that you may borrow:  

Knitting  Into the Mystery  by Susan S. Jorgen-

sen and Susan S. Izard.  Contact  Alice at  423 -

1077.  

 

Our May Meeting is May 15 at 1:00

-  2:30.  Please join us.  

Heifer Details!  
 

Who:  Youth entering 7th grade and 

  above in Fall 2008  

What:   Youth Mission Trip; five  days 

  working on a farm, learning 

  about global hunger and what 

  you can do to make a differ

  ence!  

Where:  ­ÊÎËÊ×d®ÓÙÊ×ÓÆÙÎÔÓÆÑ̃Ød´ÛÊ×

  look Farm in Rutland, MA  

When:  Friday, August 22 ˿Tuesday, 

  August 26, 2008  

How Much:  $180 includes food, lodging 

  and educational programming  

 

Contact Pastor Rebecca ASAP to reserve 

your spot!  
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Women for Women News  
 

 Last month found our group happily 
dining on lasagna and eggplant parmiagian 
with all the fixings before enjoying a movie to-
gether.  Since weôve been having trouble with 
our digital video player, Pastor Rebecca had 
borrowed Laura Fallonôs (thank you, Laura!).  
However, having forgotten to bring her laptop, 
and not realizing that Lauraôs is an all-in-one 
player ï Laura was on business in Maine ï 
Pastor Rebecca thought there was no way to 
watch the film.  So the whole crew opted to 
travel the ¾ of a mile west on Old Country 
Road to Audrey Livingstoneôs home where we 
could enjoy it in her home theater.   
 Several options had been brought by 
the women in our group ï everything from old 
time black and white comedy shows like Jack 
Benny to current comedy classics like Patch 
Adams to new releases like Enchanted.  Ulti-
mately, we voted to watch Stardust, a comedy 
fantasy with Robert DeNiro in a very atypical 
role.  It turned out to be a wonderful evening in 
comfy chairs watching the big screen while we 
also munched all the movie snacks you could 
imagine courtesy of Maureen Sansone (Junior 
Mints, Milk Duds, cookies, popcorn and more).  
A good time was had by all; surely this event 
will remain on our agenda for next year! 
 This coming monthôs program is an-
other annual pleasure: the High Tea and May-
pole Celebration.  For the third year in a row, 
weôll gather women of all ages ï so bring your 
daughters, mothers, friends ï together to en-
joy finger sandwiches and a broad selection of 
tea.  We invite you to dress pretty (or as pretty 
as youôd like), wear a hat (and gloves if youôve 
got them!) and join us for our 3

rd
 Annual High 

Tea at Denise Moderôs home, 155 Old Coun-
try Road in Melville at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
May 5

th
.  Heading east on Old Country Road 

leaving the church, Deniseôs house is the last 
one on the left before you get to Route 110.  
Weather permitting, weôll plan to enjoy tea and 
crumpets and the Maypole dance outdoors; 
bring a sweater and be prepared to enjoy 
food, fellowship and fun!  Please RSVP to 
Pastor Rebecca by Sunday, May 4

th
, so that 

we can ensure enough for all. 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 
 

It has become something of a tra-
dition on many college campuses 
these days: a respected professor 
gives a lecture from the imag-
ined perspective of his or her fi-
nal days on earth.  Selecting a 
topic near and dear, he or she 
expounds on lessons learned and 
legacies left behind.  For Randy 

Pausch, a computer science professor at Carne-
gie Mellon University, this was more than an 
academic exercise.  He had just been diagnosed 
with terminal pancreatic cancer.  
 
The òlast lectureó that Prof. Pausch gave was 
inspirational, humorous and life -affirming ð it 
received a standing ovation before he began 
(Prof. Pausch quieted the audience with a gen-
tle, òMake me earn itó) and when he ended.  
The almost two-hour lecture was videoed and 
because of its message and delivery, it has been 
watched over and over again on the internet 
(you can see it too at:  http://video.google.com/
videoplay?docid=3115188410730134929). 
 

Because of the popularity of Randyõs òlast lec-
tureó, it has now been expanded into a book 
format that combines the humor, intelligence 
and inspiration of the 
original talk.  Sweet 
Hollowõs Book Dis-
cussion Group has 
selected it as their 
next title, and weõll 
share our own opin-
ions about Randyõs 
message as well as 
our own thoughts on 
life lessons and lega-
cies on Tuesday, May 
20, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.  
Wonõt you pick it up 
and join us? 



PAGE 5 NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW  MAY 2008  

The Kindness of Strangers -Part 2 
by Maureen Sansone 

        

In today's troubled times, what with reading the newspaper and 
watching the nightly news, positivity seems in very short supply.  
Well, I'd like to tell you a story that's sure to brighten your day!  
        
As you may recall, a couple of years ago I wrote an article for the 
Bell Ringer regarding our amazing experience upon returning 
from Heifer with our family, as well as Brittney and Doug Moder.  We witnessed the true 
kindness of strangers when our minivan broke down, and we had to stop at a service sta-
tion and wait for hours.  Three different individuals displayed their warm hearts to us 
when we were in great need. 
        
Believe it or not, it happened again!  What's especially touching about this story is that it 
involves "New Yorkers", who unfortunately have a reputation for being supposedly 
"nasty".  Even more interestingly, all three events occurred involving the subway, which 
many people prefer to avoid, like the Plague.  What we experienced was pure, unadulter-
ated kindness.  This past Thursday, which was a glorious day, being that it was Spring 
Break, we decided to take a trip into New York City.  We parked at the Queens Center 
and took the subway in from there.  While on the subway, Frank was looking at the map, 
trying to determine at which stop we should get off, when a young woman with two chil-
dren asked us if she could be of assistance, because she rides the subway often and knows 
her way around well.  We told her where we wanted to go, and she told us at which stop 
to get off.  Our next encounter occurred much later in the day, when we were going up-
town.  Frank, Brian and Kira all swiped the Metro Card and got through fine.  However, 
when it was my time, it wouldn't let me through and kept saying "Insufficient Amount".  I 
tried to go to the Metro Card machine, but one was being repaired, and the other two 
were not accepting bills.  I was about to go to the ticket booth, when a very kind woman 
offered to let me use her Metro Card, saying that she'd been through this, and she knew 
what it felt like.  After seeing a wonderful Broadway show, we headed back to the sub-
way for our trip home.  There were three or four possible different trains we could have 
taken home, and we were discussing which one we thought would be best.  A young man 
who had been sitting while waiting for his train overheard our conversation, got up from 
his seat, walked over to us and asked us where we were going and if we needed help.  We 
told him we were going to the Queens Center, and he told us the best train to take! After 
this happened, I said to Kira, "Remember what happened when we got stuck in Heifer -
those three people who helped us?  Well, the same thing just happened today!"  I can't ex-
plain how truly blessed we all felt...random acts of kindness have unimaginable power.     
        
So, if you ever feel like you're starting to lose your faith in humanity, or if you're just hav-
ing "one of those days", please try to remember this story...I know I will.  Have a nice day!       
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LINDA WALLACE  
 
Linda Wallace was married on April 18th in the 
church of her childhood, Sweet Hollow, to Thomas 
Grasso.  Her father, the Reverend John L. Wal-
lace, Pastor Emeritus at Sweet Hollow, officiated 
at the wedding.  There were nine bridesmaids and 
ten groomsmen and many relatives and friends 
from near and far to fill our church.  Linda is teach-
ing biology to the 10th grade in Half Hollow Hills 
East and has just received tenure.  Linda and Tho-
mas will be residing in Mastic Beach. 

 
 

EDITH McGOVERN 
June 7, 1920 ï April 20, 2008  

 
Edith McGovern died on April 20th and was buried 
in the Melville Cemetery on Wednesday, April 23rd.  
Edith was the widow of longtime member Edward 
McGovern who died in 1998.  Ed was a Pan Am 
pilot who attended Sweet Hollow faithfully when he 
was not on travel.  Their children, Stephen, Ed-
ward and David attended Sunday school at Sweet 
Hollow before we moved the church in 1979. 

 
 

ZAVEN MAHDESIAN  
 
Sukey and I took an AARP Defensive Driving 
Course at the Huntington Senior Citizens Center 
on April 11th to improve our driving skills and re-
duce our auto insurance premiums.  During the 
course the man seated next to me, who lives in a 
condo unit in Huntington village, said, ñYou ought 
to see the 95-year old man who lives in our condo.  
He walks to the village every day and drives to 
Syosset to have lunch with his daughter.  His 
name is Mahdesian.ò  My reply was I know Zaven 
Mahdesian.  As a member of our church in 1965 
he played a very important role in the transition of 
our pastors from Angelo Crescenzo to John L. 
Wallace.  Zavenôs daughter, Janet, is at the Cold 
Spring Hills Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation, 
which is the present name of the United Presbyte-
rian Home in Syosset, and Zaven drives from 
Huntington to Syosset each day to have lunch with 
Janet.     
 

 

SWEET HOLLOW NEWS  
by Bill Walter  

FRANK NUCCI  
 
Imagine my surprise when a truck pulled into our 
driveway with the name ñNucciò on the doors.  Our 
swimming pool is 45 years old and it is past time to 
renovate it.  The Nucci truck was carrying bags of 
cement and marble dust to refurbish the pool.  The 
invoice read Nucci Brothers, who would be Frank 
and Gary.  Both joined Sweet Hollow in the sixties.  
The truck driver said that their father, Frank, is re-
ferred to in the company as Grandpa and comes to 
the company several times a week.  Their lumber-
yard on West Hills Road north of Jericho became 
Burt Lumber many years ago.  Nucci Brothers is 
now in Islandia and sells only pool supplies. 
 

 
REBECCAôS EGYPTIAN ADVENTURE IS OUR 

NEXT CHURCH BRUNCH ON MAY 13 TH  
 
Pastor Rebecca Segers will share her impressions 
and photos in a slideshow presentation of her trip to 
Egypt at our next Church Brunch on Tuesday, May 
13th at 10:00 a.m.  The postings on Rebeccaôs blog 
indicate that, indeed, it was an adventure.  Re-
becca and her mother strolled to an Egyptian fast 
food restaurant ï for take-away falafels.  Without 
good directions and walking in an area of unlighted 
streets, our adventurers succeeded in their quest 
with some assistance from the Egyptian police but 
concluded it was not a wise thing for two women to 
do after dark.  On a later day when the temperature 
hit 115°F, their guide explained that Egypt skipped 
spring this year and has gone straight into summer.  
The temperature must have affected Rebeccaôs 
laptop keeping it from continuing to send pictures.  
To see the pyramids, the sphinx, papyrus factory, 
the Evangelical Theological Seminary, Aswan, Abu 
Simbel, the Botanical Gardens on Kitchener Island 
and many other sites and adventures, place Tues-
day, May 13th at 10:00 a.m. on your calendar. 
 
Sukey Walter will provide a yummy Middle Eastern 
brunch including fresh-brewed coffee.  Do join us 
for a mid-morning snack and/or a light lunch.  The 
Church Brunch starts at 10:00 a.m. and will run ótil 
12:30 p.m.  Enjoy some good fellowship along with 
delicious refreshments, which will include freshly 
brewed coffee. 
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mained silent and about us as we pray to our God 

today.  It seems to me that the ñriverò, whether it 

be Nile or Amazon or Hudson or something else, 

will be flowing long after we are gone and I donôt 

know about you, but Iôd like to leave behind some-

thing more than stones for those after me to find. 

 

So herein lie the questions: what and how?  I be-

lieve that we are called as Christians to leave a 

world behind us that bespeaks Jesusô presence in it.  

His presence, that was not known for ñthingsò like 

buildings or monuments, but instead for an uncon-

ditional acceptance of and love for others.  This 

ñsomethingò is a lot more difficult to build and 

maintain than the glorious statues that we saw on 

our trip, but perhaps more important in the long-

run, in a world that is desperate for it.  The more 

love and acceptance we can express to and for oth-

ers, the more love and acceptance will become a 

tangible reality, a natural condition of our world, 

rather than an imagined ideal. 

 

Ironically enough, even as I write these pretty 

words, I am aware that nothing can stress your 

ability to live them out more than traveling.  I won-

der whether I truly live them or only intone them, 

and if it is the latter, how I might better rise to Je-

susô command.  So this is my challenge, to you, to 

myself, to us, as we leave Eastertide, celebrate 

Pentecost and reenter Ordinary Time: let us leave a 

legacy of love, that all who meet and know us are 

gathered into the light of Godôs kingdom. 

 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 

Pastor Rebecca on her balcony with a view of the  

Pyramids of Giza. 

Gail and Grace Segers in front of the only complete 

statue still standing of Horus, the falcon god at the  

temple of Edfu 

Grace poses in front of the great statues of  

Ramses II in Abu Simbel. 


