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Footprints  

I am writing this article on 

Ash Wednesday, a day in 

the liturgical calendar that 

we Presbyterians are not big on.  In 

general, we donôt hold services and we 

certainly (at least in our community of 

faith) donôt do ashes.  Itôs a day that has 

a strong Roman Catholic connotation to 

many of us and in some ways, this 

makes it taboo.  Yet I wonder: are we 

shorting ourselves by refusing a prac-

tice that would enrich our lives by rele-

gating it to a ñwhat they doò status? 

 

In my experience, we Presbyterians do 

not much care for Lent.  We donôt like 

the idea of Jesus going to the cross, 

much less hanging upon it.  We are a 

people of the empty cross, the resurrec-

tion, the life after death.  I champion 

this identity.  I am proud of it.  I love 

being invested in the hope and the 

promise that Easter brings.  But can joy 

be as strong, as vibrant, as meaningful, 

if there is no experience of sorrow or 

pain or death?  I think not. 

 

I remember at a very young age realiz-

ing that if I did not have anything to 

contrast it with, I would not recognize 

happiness.  That, as odd as it sounds, to 

be eternally in a good mood would  

 

eventually become meaningless.  Even 

still, I was not (and often am not) too 

anxious to experience any pain.  There 

is a big part of me that would prefer 

not to suffer loss, to undergo any bad 

days, to be angry or depressed or hurt.  

So I realize that to ask us to voluntarily 

undergo a ñwilder-ness experienceò is 

not an easy sell. 

 

But as I grow older, I perceive more 

and more the value of sacrifice.  The 

value of being willing to undergo the 

dark days and truly live within them.  

The value of experiencing our tough 

times as well as our joyous ones.  One 

of the greatest honors that I have as a 

pastor is to be with people when their 

lives are not so easy.  When they are 

suffering from cancer or other illness, 

when they are suddenly unemployed, 

when they are experiencing a relation-

ship breaking, when they have lost a 

loved one, when they are struggling 

with depression or anger or loss. 

 

I think that this year will be one in 

which we all experience struggle more 

deeply.  The fact of the matter is that 

our country is in a difficult time right 

now, and we as citizens and partici-

pants in it, will be ï and perhaps al-

ready are ï suffering as a result. 

 continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Christian Ed News 
 

The Lenten season Sunday School lessons will trace the last days of Jesusô life on earth: His triumphal en-

try into Jerusalem; the Last Supper; His prayers and betrayal in the Garden of Eden; His trial and condem-

nation before Pilate; His crucifixion, death and burial, as told in the book of Matthew.  
 

Thanks to all who so generously gave to the Central Asia Institute offering at our annual Pancake Break-

fast on Sunday February 8th. A total of $154.03 was collected!  
 

The Pennies for Peace collection jar has been filled to the brim for a total of $100.35!  The Pennies for 

Peace campaign continues through Sunday June 7th, so please continue to bring in your donation of pen-

nies.  
 

When we announced the Pennies for Peace campaign we told you that you could find out more about Greg 

Mortenson and the Central Asia Institute by reading Mr. Mortensonôs book ñThree Cups of Tea: One 

manôs mission to promote peace...one school at a time.ò There are now two more books describing Greg 

Mortensonôs work to provide education for the children of Pakistan and Afghanistan, A Young Adult ver-

sion, ñThree Cups of Tea: One manôs journey to change the world...one child at a timeò by Greg Morten-

son and David Oliver Relin, adapted by Sarah Thomson; and a childrenôs version, ñListen to the Wind: The 

story of Dr. Greg & three cups of tea,ò by Greg Mortenson and Susan L. Roth. These books may each be 

ordered from Amazon through the Pennies for Peace website at http://www.penniesforpeace.org/

home.html. Scroll down the page to the bottom to find the link to click for Amazon - up to 7% of any Ama-

zon purchases made through this link will be donated to the Central Asia Instituteôs Pennies for Peace pro-

gram.   

Scott Manning, Kevin Manning, April Fallon, Kira San-

sone and Amanda Vione load up the Pennies for Peace jar. 
Grace Segers, Emily Moder, Brittney Moder and Annalise 

Thode make waffles and pancakes so we can have 

ñBreakfast for Dinner.ò 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  

Wednesday, March 25 
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As we close the month of February and anticipate longer days and warmer weather,  

we also find ourselves at the beginning of the Lenten season. We are grateful to  

Rachel Vione who preached on February 1st, while Pastor Rebecca was in San Antonio at 

the Christian Educatorôs conference.  

  

Pastor Rebecca has chosen Eugene Marchôs book, ñGodôs Tapestry: Reading the Bible in 

a World of Religious Diversityò as the subject for this yearôs Lenten bible study. 

Please join us on Sunday evenings at 7:45 as we study what the Bible says about di-

versity.   

  

This monthôs Saturday evening worship service will be on March 14th at 5:00. Please 

join us for what has been and continues to be a fulfilling service of scripture, mu-

sic and communion. In addition, we encourage you to participate in this service; 

please speak with Pastor Rebecca if you would be interested in becoming a part of 

this special service of worship.  

  

It is our hope that you join us in worship this Lenten season as we prepare for the 

coming of our Lord and Savior.  

Worship Committee News  
by Everett Garland  

Ordination and Installation of New Officers.   

The laying on of hands. 

Lenten Bible Study  
Celebrates Diversity  
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tions: what does the Bible say about diver-
sity?  How do we live in an increasingly com-
plex world surrounded by people who adhere 
to multiple faith traditions?  How do we live 
in our own community of faith as it grows in-
creasingly diverse: young and older and in 
between, people who have been raised in dif-
ferent denominations (or with no faith up-
bringing at all) and are now joined together in 
this one, people of different ethnic back-
grounds, socio-economic situations, and 
raised in different parts of the country or the 
world?  What does the Bible have to share 
with us as we strive to be the welcoming and 
open community of faith that Christ calls us to 
�„�‡�ë�������‡�ï�Ž�Ž���„�‡���—�•�‹�•�‰�����”�‡�•�„�›�–�‡�”�‹�ƒ�•���•�…�Š�‘�Ž�ƒ�”���ƒ�•�†��
Professor Emeritus of Old Testament Theol-
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Reading the Bible in a World of Religious Di-
versity as we wrestle with these and other 
questions each Sunday evening through the 
Lenten season from 7:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
the Arts & Crafts Room downstairs.  Please 
�•�’�‡�ƒ�•���™�‹�–�Š�����ƒ�•�–�‘�”�����‡�„�‡�…�…�ƒ���‹�ˆ���›�‘�—�ï�†���Ž�‹�•�‡���–�‘���’�ƒ�”�æ
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meeting, but it would be good to have a copy 
of the book and keep up in between sessions. 

FROM THE BIBLE 
 

UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER 
 

During the minister's prayer one Sunday, 

there was a loud whistle from one of the 

back pews.  Tommy's mother was horrified.  

She pinched him into silence and, after 

church, asked, 'Tommy, whatever made you do 

such a thing?'  Tommy answered, soberly, 'I 

asked God to teach me to whistle, and He 

did!'  


