
March 2008  

Sunday School News 

 

Youth Group March 

Schedule 

2 

 

3 

 

Women for Women 

News 

 

Book Discussion 

3 

 

 

3 

Lenten Home Commun-

ion @ the Walterõs 

 

APCE 2008 

3 

 

 

4 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Palm Sunday Worship 

The Beauty of Math! 

 

4 

4 

5&6 

Footprints (cont.) 

 

Church Brunch-Pastor 

Rebeccaõs Trip to Israel 

7 

 

8 

 

UPW News 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

8 

 

8 

March 2008 Calendar 

 

Nourish the Children 

Report 

9 

 

10 

Inside this issue:  

News & Views of Activities & Happenings at The Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow 

 
 

The Bell        Ringer 
 

of the Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow  
A Friendly Church; So When You Come ï Bring A Friend  

 

Footprints  

 I am writing this 

article from my hotel room 

in Tel Aviv, Israel on the 

14th floor of the beautiful Carlton Hotel 

overlooking the city.  I had planned in 

advance to wait until I was here before 

I wrote this monthôs article, thinking 

that I would be inspired by the trip to 

say new and (hopefully) profound 

things.  I find that at this point, approxi-

mately 24 hours into my time here, I 

am inspired, but hardly ready to write 

anything definitive about anything!  

Perhaps that is the purpose in coming 

here ï to learn about the situation in 

enough detail that it is not possible to 

have definitive answers anymore. 

 The delegation of Protestant 

pastors with which I am traveling is 

very interesting in its own right: a 

group representing a broad diversity of 

traditions, among them Presbyterian, 

Episcopalian, Disciples of Christ, Bap-

tist, Congregationalist and African 

Methodist Episcopal.  We are four 

women and nine men; three black, two 

Asian (one Japanese-American and one 

Korean) and eight white.  We range in 

age from 30s to late 60s or early 70s.  

We come from all over the US, urban 

and suburban and exurban centers.  We 

are led by a Jewish rabbi from the 

States, and guided by an Israeli who 

lives between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. 

 So far, we have met with the 

Program Coordinator for Project Inter-

change, Yael Gamon; a career military 

and former Foreign Press Advisor to 

the Prime Minister, Col. Miri Eisen; 

and a Palestinian, Shireen Essawi, and 

an Israeli, Aaron Banea, who are mem-

bers of The Parentsô Circle (an organi-

zation of bereaved families supporting 

peace) who have both lost loved ones 

to the violence in the area.  On top of 

that weôve both toured the ancient city 

of Joppa/Jaffa and the modern city of 

Tel Avivôs Independence Hall.  Itôs 

been a full day! 

 While I am immensely enjoy-

ing the whole experience, learning a 

lot professionally and personally, I am 

even more aware now than I was be-

fore I came, of the density and com-

plexity of the situation in the Middle 

East.  The history of the process by 

which Israel became a sovereign state, 

which I had formerly understood in a 

rather vague amorphous sort of way, is 

much clearer on the one hand, even as 

how I feel about it has become murk-

ier.  All this in 24 hours. 

 I think perhaps this is the na-

ture of life itself.  The more that we 

understand the driving factors behind 

any situation ï and the people involved 

within them ï the more our moral, 

ethical compasses are challenged.  As 

Christians, we are 

called to respond 
 continued on page 7 
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 Christian Ed News  

 

Thank you, to all who made the Pancake Breakfast so successful! Over 80 hungry folks gathered on Sun-
day, February 10th to enjoy breakfast prepared by the Sunday School children and their teachers. A free 
will offering to support Central Asia Instituteôs work in Afghanistan and Pakistan totaled $233.00. The Spir-
itLifters, who had so blessed the worship service with their musical talents, continued to share their music 
with us during the breakfast making for a very memorable event. 
 
The March Sunday School workshops continue the theme Jesus Calls the Disciples:  Philip and Nathan-
ael with a Music workshop on Sunday, March 2nd and a Crafts/Assessment workshop on Sunday, March 
9th. The children will participate in the Palm Sunday Service on Sunday, March 16th and attend family wor-
ship on Easter Sunday, March 23rd.  
 
The next WoRM unit, based on Acts 8: 26-39, begins on Sunday, March 30th; look for details in the April 
Bell Ringer . 

 
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
 
Calling all children to the Annual Easter Egg Hunt  to be held on Sunday, March 16 th following 
the Palm Sunday worship service! The children will be creating their Egg Hunt ñbasketsò in the 
Craft Workshop on Sunday, March 9th.  

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
 

The One Great Hour of Sharing  time is here. The children are continuing a tradition begun last year by 
inviting all Sweet Hollow Church members to share in the opportunity to fill the colorful OGHS fish banks 
with coins, bills and checks! The Sunday School children will collect the banks in fishnets during the offer-
ing on Palm Sunday, March 16th. You will find the banks available in the sanctuary thru Sunday, March 9th. 

 
 

Please Save These Dates!  
 

Mark your calendars now for two great Summer 2008 events - 
¶ Vacation Bible School  takes place August 4 -8, 2008 from 9a.m.-12 noon. 
¶ The annual opportunity for our young people to volunteer at Heifer Internationalôs Over-

look Farm  in Rutland, Mass. takes place August 22 -26, 2008. 

  
 

Calling all Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts  
 
The annual Scout Sunday celebration is scheduled for Sunday, March 9 th! Scout vol-
unteers are needed to usher, to lead the Call to Worship, and to read the Scripture Les-
sons. Please call the church office at 367-9249 to add your name to the sign-up list. 
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Book Discussion Selects Blood Brothers 

The Book Discussion chose an 
autobiography for your reading 
pleasure this month: Blood 
Brothers by Elias Chacour.  
Chacour is a Palestinian Chris-
tian whose world changed in 
1947 at the time of the birth of 
the state of Israel.  Six months 
before partition and a full year 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
his home was taken and he be-

came a Palestinian refugee alongside hundreds of 
thousands of others. 
 
Elias's father was a humble adherent of the Mel-
kite church, whose first leader was James, brother 
of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem church.  The 
elder Chacour subscribed to the Christian motto to 
turn the other cheek and he forbade his sons to 
ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƻǊǎΦ  9ƭƛŀǎΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
days tending the fig trees he had planted on his 
own land as a young man.  However, now he was 
a laborer who worked by the hour for a Jewish im-
migrant who had bought the land from the Israeli 
government.  
 
Amazingly, even though Elias has a history that has 
bred terrorists across the Middle East, his path has 
been different.  Now a Melkite priest, Father 
Chacour has inspired passive resistance among 
Jews and Arabs alike, leading parties from all sides 
to believe in the possibility of peace and recon-
ŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ 
Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ŧƻƻǘπ
ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ άƭƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊέΣ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ 
and join us on Tuesday, April 15, 2008 at 7:30 
p.m.?  Yes, you read that date right ς ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 

Youth Group March Schedule  
 
Because of the Easter holidays, Youth Group 
meets at the beginning and the end of the 
month of March.  Leaders Sarah Greller and 
Mike DeSanti are planning a fun-filled evening 
on Sunday, March 2nd from 5:30 ï 7:30 p.m.  
Then their next meeting is on Sunday, March 
30th.  This end of the month meeting will be 
shared with Presbyterian church Youth Groups 
from Suffolk and Nassau counties and include a 
bonfire, weather permitting.  Pastor Rebecca 
will share leadership at that meeting with 
Sarah and Mike. 

Women for Women Nurtures  
Spiritual Connection  

 
Women for Women will be doing 
something that nurtures body and 
spirit at their next meeting on Mon-
day, March 3, from 7:00 -9:30 p.m.  
They will be holding a Drumming 

Circle followed by a Labyrinth Walk.  Leader 
Donna LoCastro will bring instruments and 
guide us in connecting our bodies, our heart-
beats to God through percussion.  Then we 
will have some time together in fellowship with 
healthy snacks like fruit and bottled water, 
followed by a walk through Labyrinth which 
will be laid out in our Fellowship Hall.  The 
cost is $4.00 per person and includes the fee 
for Donna and helps to cover the snacks.   
 
If you are able to participate or to help out 
with this event, please contact Deborah Verma 
at dverma@optonline.net or 421 -0385 or Mau-
reen Sansone at msansone@optonline.net or 
385 -1855.  

Did you ever wonder what it would be likeé 
 

to share communion like the early Christians?  Weõll be doing just that on Saturday, March 8th at 2 

p.m.ñsharing the Lordõs Supper in a gathering at the home of Deacon Sukey Walter, 344 West Hills 

Road in Huntington.  Adults and children are welcome; weõll spend time in reflection and education 

before partaking together.  
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APCE 2008: But God Saysé 
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so  

that you may discern what is the will of God ï what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 Romans 12:2 

  

February 12-17 Pastor Rebecca and Emmi Hanson 

were in San Diego representing our C.E. team for the 

annual Association of Presbyterian Christian Educa-

tors conference. Under this yearôs theme But God 

Sayséwe worshiped, played and learned in commu-

nity, bringing home new resources, ideas and energy 

to share with our congregation. 

  

Each day began with the entire conference in wor-

ship and music lead by Gail Anderson Ricciuti and 

Chip Andrus. After worship was plenary lead by 

keynote speaker Roger Nishioka whose daily lec-

tures were informative, inspirational and entertain-

ing. We then moved to our individual workshops for 

the day.  

 

This yearôs workshops proved educational and thought provoking. Some of the ones we chose to attend 

were Peacemaking in Multicultural Perspectives, Telling the Gospel Story through Art and Symbols, Pres-

byterian Middle East Connections, Playing with God: Games and Game Leadership, Responding to the 

Current Confirmation Challenge, Arise Body and Soul: Liturgical Dance and Body Prayer, and Come 

Away and Rest Awhile (Pastor Rebeccaôs inspiration for this yearôs Holy Week noontime meditation se-

ries). 

 

The workshops gave us not direct information, but inspiration. By the third day, we found ourselves bounc-

ing ideas off of each other and discussing new and creative things to bring back to our Sweet Hollow fam-

ily. 

 

We learned to accept the unexpected as we discovered, upon trying to leave, that our flight had been can-

celled and we had one more night to spend in California. We made the best of the situation, managed to get 

a free hotel room in Old Town and explored the area on what happened to be the first sunny and warm day 

since we had arrived. Early the next morning, we took our rescheduled flight home, feeling a bit more re-

laxed. After all, everything happens in Godôs time. 

Pastor Rebecca and Emmi Hanson at the San Diego Zoo. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 

Join us on Thursday, March 20, from 1-2:30 p.m. 

to knit, crochet and share stories of shawls passed 

on and shawls needed for those experiencing both 

joy and challenges.  Inquiries concerning the 

prayer shawl ministry may be directed to Alice 

Wansor at 423-1077 or walicebill@aol.com. 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP  

 

The choir is working on the music, the danc-

ers are rehearsing and speaking parts are be-

ing memorized.  The Palm Sunday worship 

service promises to be vibrant and meaning-

ful.  Please join us on Sunday, March 16 at 10 a.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall for this Lenten experience.  
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THE BEAUTY OF MATH 
(author unknown)  

contributed by Ron Fischer  

 

This is fascinating, but be sure to go all the way to the end.  

 

Beauty of Math!  

 

1 x 8 + 1 = 9  

12 x 8 + 2 = 98  

123 x 8 + 3 = 987  

1234 x 8 + 4 = 9876  

12345 x 8 + 5 = 98765  

123456 x 8 + 6 = 987654  

1234567 x 8 + 7 = 9876543  

12345678 x 8 + 8 = 98765432  

123456789 x 8 + 9 = 987654321  

 
1 x 9 + 2 = 11  

12 x 9 + 3 = 111  

123 x 9 + 4 = 1111  

1234 x 9 + 5 = 11111  

12345 x 9 + 6 = 111111  

123456 x 9 + 7 = 1111111  

1234567 x 9 + 8 = 11111111  

12345678 x 9 + 9 = 111111111  

123456789 x 9 +10= 1111111111  

 
9 x 9 + 7 = 88  

98 x 9 + 6 = 888  

987 x 9 + 5 = 8888  

9876 x 9 + 4 = 88888  

98765 x 9 + 3 = 888888  

987654 x 9 + 2 = 8888888  

9876543 x 9 + 1 = 88888888  

98765432 x 9 + 0 = 888888888  

 
Brilliant, isn't it?  

 
And look at this symmetry:  

 
1 x 1 = 1  

11 x 11 = 121  

111 x 111 = 12321  

1111 x 1111 = 1234321  

1 1111 x 11111 = 123454321  

111111 x 111111 = 12345654321  

1111111 x 1111111 = 1234567654321  

11111111 x 11111111 = 123456787654321  

111111111 x 111111111=12345678987654321  

 
Now, take a look at this...  

 

 

continued on page 6 
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101% 

 

From a strictly mathematical viewpoint:  

 

What Equals 100%? What does it mean to give MORE than 100%?  

 

Ever wonder about those people who say they are giving more than 100%?  

 

We have all been in situations where someone wants you to GIVE OVER 100%.  

 

How about ACHIEVING 101%?  

 

What equals 100% in life?  

 

Here's a little mathematical formula that might help answer these questions:  

 

If:  

 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z  

 

Is represented as:  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26.  

 

If:  

 

H- A- R- D- W- O- R-  K 

 

8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%  

 

And:  

 

K- N- O- W- L- E- D- G- E 

 

11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%  

 

But:  

 

A- T- T- I - T- U- D- E 

 

1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%  

 

THEN, look how far the love of God will take you:  

 

L- O- V- E- O- F- G- O- D 

 

12+15+22+5+15+6+7+15+4 = 101%  

 

Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that:  

 

While Hard Work and Knowledge will get you close, and Attitude will  

get you there, It's the Love of God that will put you over the top!  

 

It's up to you if you share this with your friends & loved ones just  

the way I did.  

 

continued from page 5 
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in paths of justice and righteousness, but the 

world is not ñblack and whiteò, ñgood and 

evilò, ñright and wrongò.  Instead it is shades 

of gray.  I hear the words of Romans 12:2, the 

passage that was lifted up daily at the APCE 

(Association for Presbyterian Christian Educa-

tors) conference that I just came back from, 

resounding again and again: ñDo not be con-

formed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God ï what is good 

and acceptable and perfect.ò  Even as my 

mind is renewed, I await that transformation.  

I pray that I come to better understand what is 

the will of God ï in my own life and in how I 

live it. 

 In the meantime, I look forward to re-

turning to you with new experiences to share, 

new discussions to have, new ideas to imple-

ment.  I wonder at Godôs goodness in my life, 

in allowing me the opportunities of study and 

fellowship at the APCE conference followed 

almost immediately by the trip to Israel with 

Project Interchange.  If you would like to fol-

low my journey online as I travel it, please go 

to www.pastorsfootprints.blogspot.com.  If  

that is not a possibility for you, do not worry.  

Iôm sure that we will find time to talk and 

share more about both experiences upon my 

return to Sweet Hollow.  Until then, I send 

you many blessings! 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Footprints continued from page 1 

The SpiritLifters shared their music with the congregation. 

Ordination and Installation of Officers (from left to right): Char-

�O�R�W�W�H���'�H�6�D�Q�W�L�����(�O�G�H�U�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���'�¶�$�Q�J�H�O�R�����(�O�G�H�U�����*�O�R�U�L�D���6�S�H�U�U�\����
Deacon; Frank Sansone, Deacon; Martha Garland, Deacon; Lori 

Galen, Deacon; Niaja Mowatt, Deacon; Laura Fallon, Elder. 

Pastor Rebecca enjoys 

an authentic Israeli meal 

at Maganda restaurant 

in the Yemeni section of 

Tel Aviv, Israel.  She is 

flanked by Rev. Kim-

berly Barnes of the Met-

ropolitan AME Church 

in Washington, D.C. and 

Rev. Dr. Steven Yama-

guchi, Executive Presby-

ter of the Presbytery of 

Los Ranchos in Ana-

heim, CA. 


