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Footprints  

 According to our 

Christian calendar, we just 

entered Ordinary Time.  

What this means in a practical sense is 

that the seasons of Lent and Easter and 

Pentecost are over and we have long 

days ahead before we move into the 

Advent and Christmas seasons.  In 

other words, we are in a transition time 

between ñbigò events, living days that 

are not ñspecialò but ñordinaryò.   

 The dictionary tells us that ordi-

nary means 1) of no special quality or 

interest; commonplace; unexceptional, 

2) plain or undistinguished, 3) some-

what inferior or below average; medio-

cre, 4) customary; usual; normal.  Yet 

sometimes those ñordinaryò days are 

not so easy either.  Far from being un-

distinguished or mediocre, those times 

of transition can be fraught with wor-

ries of their own particular kind.  If 

weôre sending children off to college in 

the fall, there is the whole summer of 

ñordinaryò time to prepare, both physi-

cally and emotionally.  If weôre travel-

ing to new places, there is the run-up to 

the date and time we actually leave and 

all the ducks we have to get in a row 

before we go.  If weôre facing an illness 

that needs a particular treatment, there 

are the days and sometimes weeks be-

fore that we must endure in anxiety 

and then the healing process afterward.  

Often ordinary is not so ñordinaryò af-

ter all. 

 Life seems to me to be a proc-

ess.  Within that process there are 

sometimes days that would look like a 

spike on a graph chart in the midst of 

more that are relatively flat ï or cer-

tainly of seemingly less importance.  

We focus on those spiked points when 

in reality, it is all important, and the 

ability to be present during the flatter 

or more ordinary places informs the 

quality of the spiked ones.  I had a 

once-admired pastor who used to say, 

ñIt takes quantity time to make quality 

time.ò  Or youôve got to get through 

the dull stuff together in order to make 

the special stuff special.  If you only 

show up once in a blue moon, you 

donôt have the relationships, the con-

nections, the bonds built to ensure the 

depth of experience that you could 

have if you do come on a regular basis. 

 So here we are ï in the midst of 

a transition time, an ordinary time, 

summertime.  A time that we often use 

as an excuse to not participate in 

church life because weôve got so much 

else going on.  Yet I am encouraging 

you to look at it in another way.  If you 

continue to come to worship on Sun-

days throughout the summer season, 

 continued on page 7 
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Christian Education 
 

What a great time we have had this 2007-2008 

Sunday School year based on the theme Hearing 

Godôs Call. The Workshop Units included Moses 

and the Burning Bush; Young Samuel Hears Godôs 

Call; The Shepherds Hear Godôs Call; the two-part 

series on Jesusô Call to the Disciples; Philip and 

the Ethiopian Visitor and the current series Esther 

Hears the Call to Save Her People. The final 

workshops in this series will be Music Workshop 

on June 8th and the Unit Assessment Game Work-

shop on June 15th. 

 

Summer Sunday School begins on Sunday June 

22nd. Youôll be hearing more about our plans for a 

fun new SSS program in the upcoming bulletin an-

nouncements. We are looking for teens interested 

in assisting with the program; please see Pastor Re-

becca or Carol Keil for details. 

 

The Christian Ed Team wishes to thank all our 

Sweet Hollow Church family members who have 

volunteered throughout this year to provide quality 

Christian Education for our young people. On Sun-

day June 1st we celebrated the young people of our 

congregation with a special Childrenôs Sunday 

Worship during which Melissa Schwab received 

her Bible and her 1st Communion! Congratulations, 

Melissa. Joan Sommermeyerôs Pre-confirmation 

class planned the service. Coffee Hour featured 

strawberry shortcake in honor of our young people 

and teaching volunteers. 

 

 

Sunday School Plant Sale Makes Profits Grow 
 

Thank you to all who supported the 2008 

Sunday School Plant Sale held May 17th 

and 18th.  Our profits are just over $1,000 

to date!  Itôs not too late to shop; if you 

missed the sale but would like to order annuals or 

vegetables, please contact Carol Keil at 631-692-

7627. 

  

Gift of the Heart School Kits 
 

Sunday School and UPW are partnering to 

provide our goal donation of 40 fully 

stocked ñGift of the Heartò school kits to 

begin the 2008-2009 school year.  
 

ñGift of the Heartò kits are a project of Church 

World Service that provide a tangible way for 

church congregations to help support victims of dis-

asters both here in the USA and internationally. 
 

You can help us reach our goal by your donation of 

the following items each bag is to contain: 

¶ 1  pair childrenôs round tip scissors 

¶ 1  30-centimeter ruler (12ò) 

¶ 1  hand held pencil sharpener 

¶ 6  new pencils with erasers 

¶ 1  large size eraser 

¶ 1  box of 24 crayons 

¶ 1  cloth tote bag 12òx14ò to 14òx16ò finished 

size with cloth handles 
 

Sukey Walter has already collected enough of the 

required notebooks for 40 bags. (3 per bag- 70 

count spiral notebooks or tape-bound pads of 8òx 

10 1/2ò ruled paper or pads with 200 21-sheet of 

ruled paper. No loose-leaf paper) 
 

Please bring your donations to the church office, 

marking them as to use for the ñGift of Heartò 

school kits. 

VBS 2008 
 

Son Harvest County Fair is coming to Sweet Hol-

low Presbyterian Church! Monday August 4th thru 

Thursday August 8th 2008; from 9 am-12 noon 

daily. 
 

A fun filled closing celebration is planned for Fri-

day evening August 8th at 6pm. 
 

VBS is open to all children entering Pre-school (age 

4) to 8th grade (age 13). 
 

Call 631-367-9249 for details.  
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SWEET HOLLOW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TEACHERS HONORED 
SECOND GRADE FIRST COMMUNION AND BIBLE PRESENTATION 

Liturgists from the Pre-Confirmation Class share the pul-

pit with the pastor before worship (left to right): Pastor 

Rebecca, Samantha Schwab, Grace Segers, Jessica Schwab 

and Kira Sansone 

Pastor Rebecca presents 2nd grader Melissa Schwab 

with her Bible while Carol Keil looks on 

Ushers Alexandra DôAngelo, Emily Moder, Jessica 

Schwab and Kira Sansone prepare to take the offering 

Kira Sansone 

and Emily 

Kotting flank 

a table filled 

with Straw-

berry Short-

cake Bounty 

celebrating 

Sunday 

School Recog-

nition Day 

Melissa Schwab processes with the beau-

tiful ñBurning Bushò made during Sun-

day School this past year to signify Godôs 

Call to Moses and to us 


