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Footprints  

Long Island is one of 

the most diverse places on the 

planet.  Throughout genera-

tions, New York City has been a first stop 

for new immigrants and as they spread out 

across the United States, Long Island has 

become home to peoples from Europe, 

Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, the Middle 

East and more.  Along with their varying 

customs and foods and cultures, those same 

immigrants have also brought their own 

particular ways of worshipping God.  As a 

result, Long Island has devotees of 19 dis-

crete faith traditions.  Still, 75% of the Is-

landôs inhabitants identify themselves as 

Christian and 2/3 of those (or 50% of the 

whole) self-identify as Catholic.  About 

15% are Jewish and the other 10% are 

Buddhist, Muslim, Jain, Hindu, Sikh, 

Baôhai and so forth. 

In 1994, the Long Island Council 

of Churches along with Auburn Theologi-

cal Seminary (a PC(USA)-sponsored semi-

nary in New York City) joined together to 

create the Multifaith Forum, a totally vol-

unteer organization whose purpose is pro-

mote education, awareness and tolerance of 

all Long Islandôs faith traditions.  One of 

the many programs they run is All-Day 

Multifaith Festivals, in which representa-

tives of 11 faith traditions set up tables rife 

with information and symbols of his or her 

tradition.  These festivals often take place 

at schools, where groups are invited to sys-

tematically visit each table, learn a bit 

about the faith tradition and ask questions. 

I participated in my second of 

such events last Friday at the middle 

school in Nesconset along with Marion 

Hubbard, a Methodist layperson from 

Freeport.  Groups of eight or ten seventh- 

and eighth-graders rotated through our 

booths in ten-minute increments beginning 

at 8:00 in the morning through 2:00 in the 

afternoon with a 90-minute lunch break.  I 

joined Marion in the late morning and 

worked with her to the end of the day.  It 

was an amazing experience both for me 

and for the kids. 

I had to consider what it is to 

ñrepresentò Christianity.   As I already 

mentioned, most Christians on Long Is-

land are Roman Catholic, but there are 

also main-line Protestants like you and me 

and Marion, there are evangelical non-

denominational Christians and Coptic 

Christians from Egypt and Eastern Ortho-

dox Christians ï Greek and Russian ï and 

so on.  It was our job to present what we 

have in common.  To give a broad-stroke 

version of Christianity.   

We started, of course, with the 

Trinity: God the Father, Jesus the Son and 

the Holy Spirit.  We moved on to talk a 

little bit about the Bible ï and the diffi-

culty in all of us following it the same way 

since it was originally written in Hebrew 

and Greek and has been translated and re-

translated over the years.  Then we spoke 

some about the sacraments, acknowledg-

ing that while the Roman Catholic church 

has seven, all other Christian churches 
normatively only give sacramental status 

continued on page 7 



Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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Christian Education News 
 

Sunday School Recognition Sunday 

 

Please plan to join us on Sunday June 6th as we 

celebrate Sunday School Recognition Sunday with 

an outdoor worship service planned by the members 

of the Pre-Confirmation class under the leadership 

of Melissa DôAngelo and Denise Moder. Sunday 

School Recognition Sunday gives us the opportu-

nity each year to honor the service given by the 

Sweet Hollow Sunday School teachers and to cele-

brate young people of our congregation!  

 

The celebration continues after worship as the Sun-

day School hosts our annual Strawberry Short-

cake Coffee Hour! 

 

Summer Sunday School 

 

Summer Sunday School 2010 begins on Sunday 

June 13th as we prepare to travel around the world 

on Bible Adventure Airlines. Following the words 

of Micah 6:8 weôll learn how Missionaries for Je-

sus Christ around the world are helping others to 

ñseek justice; love kindness; and walk humbly with 

our God.ò 

 

Along the way weôll visit Malawi, Philippines, 

Brazil, Taiwan and Nepal; learn Bible stories that 

reinforce the themes of Justice, Kindness and Hu-

mility; and have fun learning about the culture, 

songs, games, and crafts that represent the countries 

visited. 

 

So get your passports ready; fasten your seatbelts 

and prepare to fly away with us this summer on Bi-

ble Adventure Airlines! 

 

The Christian Ed Team welcomes you to join us in 

the leadership of this special Summer Sunday 

School lesson series! Look for the sign up board at 

Coffee Hour this week or just call the church office, 

367-9249, to let us know youôre interested. 

 

Plant Sale Update! 

 

Thank you to all our Sweet Hollow 

members and friends who supported 

the annual Sunday School Plant 

Sale on the weekend of May 15th and 

16th. Especially thanks to Joan and 

Jim Sommermeyer for manning the Sweet Hollow 

Plant Sale table at Otto Keil Florist on May 15th and 

to Laura Fallon  for continuing the sale at the 

Youth Group Car Wash on Sunday May 16th! You 

helped us reach a profit of approximately $1100! 

  Prayer Corner  
 

This is our second Prayer Corner, a 
list of beloved members and friends 
of the church chosen randomly for 

members and friends of Sweet Hol-
low to pray for during the month of 

June.  Each of these individuals se-
lected this month has been dealing 
with some health issue, so please lift 

up his or her healing and care.  
 

1.  Nema Livingstone, who upon go-
ing in for her one -year post -
surgery check -up MRI was discov-

ered to have had the cancer 
spread to her brain.  

 

2.  Emily Kotting, who fell and broke 
her wrist.  

 
3.  Angela Bass  
 

4.  Walter Ford  
 

5.  Teddy Tanksley  
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Youth Group News 
 

Itôs been a great year for the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow Youth Group.  Our numbers 

have expanded and we have between 10 and 12 people 

at each Youth Group activity on a regular basis.  Weôve 

shared table fellowship, learned lots of new and differ-

ent ways to thank God before eating, done multiple ser-

vice projects and had an all-around good time together. 

 

The Youth Group holds its final meeting of the 

season on Sunday, June 13th immediately after worship.  

Theyôll be making their own pizzas for lunch, followed 

by games on the Great Lawn, followed by going to see 

ñIron Man 2ò at the Farmingdale Multiplex.  After the 

movie, weôll ride up to St. Hugh of Lincoln to help out 

at Project HOPE, so it will be a day that covers it all: 

learning more about God in Jesus Christ at church in 

the morning, fellowship in the early afternoon and ser-

vice in the late afternoon.  So bring your ñblack and 

whitesò to church in the morning so that you can 

change at St. Hughôs for food service and plan to stay 

for the whole shebang! 

 

Mission Trip News 
 

On Sunday, July 16th at 12:00 p.m., all Mission 

Trip participants are invited to meet on the Great Lawn 

for a BBQ Party over the bonfire.  The 8 young people 

and Pastor Wanda from the Garden City Presbyterian 

Church will be joining our 9 including Pastor Rebecca 

for an afternoon of food, fellowship and final prepara-

tions.  Bring your bathing suits because weôll have wa-

ter balloons and a variety of water guns, water launch-

ers and other activities wet and wild.  We leave the fol-

lowing Thursday, July 22nd for Washington, D.C., 

where weôll work in soup kitchens, community food 

banks and park reclamation centers and get some site-

seeing done on the side! 

Carol Keil, Laura Fallon, Melissa DôAngelo and Pastor Re-

becca show off wares offered at the Sunday School Plant Sale 

held during the pre-Confirmation Class Car Wash. 

Amanda Moder helps her cousin Brittney and Dorothy 

Landkammer washing cars to help ñRaise the Roof.ò 

Kira Sansone and Amanda Vione attracted clientele with 

their signs and enthusiasm. 

YOUTH GROUP 


