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Footprints  
Here we are ringing in a 
New Year!  Christmas is 
behind us with all that it 
brings: the decorations, the family, 
the food, the hustle and bustle, the 
pageant, the parties, the music, the 
challenges, the hope. 

 
It is a new season, a new time, a 
new year. 

 
Liturgically, we begin the new year 
with Jesusô baptism.  The Holy 
Spirit comes upon him and God 
tells the world that Jesus is His Son 
with whom He is well pleased.  It is 
our entry into the story of Jesusô 
ministry.  With Godôs blessing, Je-
sus begins his work.  He gathers his 
disciples and starts to teach and 
preach and heal.  He shows Godôs 
love in word and deed, giving a lit-
eral human face to the God of his-
tory. 

 
Traditionally, we begin the new year 
with resolutions.  We consider the 
things we are unhappy with about 
ourselves and that weôd like to 
change.  Weôre going to lose weight 
or join a gym or keep our homes 
cleaner or our children closer.  We  

consider the goals we havenôt met 
and make resolutions about achiev-
ing them.  Weôre going to get a job 
or a promotion or a raise.  Weôre 
going to travel to Greece or Africa 
or Japan or somewhere weôve al-
ways longed to go but never been.  
Weôre going to finally redo the 
kitchen or fix that screen door. 

 
This year Iôd like us to consider in-
stead a new way of beginning 
2010.  Rather than looking at all 
our faults and making decisions 
about what and how weôre going to 
change, I would encourage us all to 
look at all our gifts and blessings 
and consider how much God loves 
and appreciates us.  As an alterna-
tive to looking at what is wrong in 
our lives, letôs look at what is right. 

 
Maybe instead of simply thinking 
about it for these few minutes that it 
takes to read this newsletter col-
umn, you might write them down.  I 
would suggest writing at least 20 
things that are great about your life.  
Or 50.  Or you could be really am-
bitious and come up with 100.  To 
get you thinking, here are a few of 
mine in no particular order: 

 

continued on page 7 
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by Carol Keil  
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Christian Ed News 
 

Happy New Year to all the Sweet Hollow Sunday 

School families! 

 

December flew by in a flurry of preparations for the 

presentation of the 2009 Christmas pageant, A 

Primetime Christmas. Thank you! to all our Sweet 

Hollow members and friends who helped to make 

the pageant and dessert reception held on December 

20th such a wonderful evening for everyone in-

volved. 

 

We also offer you thanks, on behalf of the families 

served by the Huntington Station Enrichment 

Center/Boys and Girls Club who were the recipi-

ents of your generous donations to the 2009 Mittens 

and More Tree. 

 

Grades K-5th Sunday School lesson unit for the 

month of January is Jesus Calls the Disciples. 

 

Nursery/Pre-K News 

 

Grace Segers is continuing to lead Sunday School 

lessons each week for the younger members of our 

Sunday School. We wish to thank Jaime Wolf for 

his dedication in offering adult coverage in the nurs-

ery each week this past year and welcome Connie 

Zhang who is taking over that position starting this 

month. Connieôs family includes her husband Doug 

Landkammer and their children Dorothy, a seventh 

grader in the Pre-Confirmation class and Dylan, a 

4th grader in the K-5th Grade Sunday School. 

 

Pennies for Peace 

 

On December 2nd a group of PCSH mem-

bers attended Greg Mortensonôs lecture 

and book signing at Hofstra University  

in promotion of his latest book Stones 

Into Schools. As you may recall Greg is also the 

author of Three Cups of Tea in editions for both 

adults and for younger readers as well as the beauti-

fully illustrated childrenôs picture book Listen to the 

Wind. Each of these books details his ongoing ef-

forts to build schools in the remote areas in Pakistan 

and Afghanistan. In support of Gregôs work Sweet 

Hollow Sunday School will once again sponsor the 

collection of Pennies for Peace (P4P) January 3rd 

through June 6th 2010. Youôll be able to watch the 

funds grow as you add your pennies to the P4P col-

lection bucket on the Altar table in the Sanctuary. 

 

Looking Ahead to February 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to 

participate in both the 2010 Souper 

Bowl of Caring campaign and the 

2010 Pancake Breakfast on February 7th. Mem-

bers of the Sunday School will be on hand to greet 

you as you arrive for worship that day to collect 

your donations of money and cans of soup to benefit 

our local food pantry, The Huntington Commu-

nity Food Council. Then plan to stay after worship 

to enjoy fellowship and delicious food as our Sun-

day School students and teachers host the  

annual Sunday School Pancake Breakfast! 

 

2010 Confirmation Classes Begin 

 

2010 Confirmation class schedule begins on Sun-

day, January 3rd when a meeting for parents will be 

held in the Parlor following morning worship. 

 

Confirmation Class News 

 

The Confirmation Class led by Melissa DôAngelo 

and Denise Moder has been making plans for ser-

vice projects in the months ahead.  

 

Order forms for Valentines Day cook-

ies will be available this month.  

 

Car Wash events to be held in the church parking 

lot are planned for April 18 th (rain date April 25th) 

and on May 16th (no rain date planned). Proceeds 

from the car washes will be divided 50-50 between 

continued on page 3 
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the Community Food Council and a spruce up 

project for the church. Bake sales are to be held 

on both Car Wash dates with the proceeds of bake 

sales to benefit the North Shore Animal League 

and the ASPCA. 

 

Local businesses will be asked for donations of car 

wash supplies to help maximize the proceeds to be 

donated! 

 

Volunteers from our church family are invited to 

help at the car washes and to bake for the bake 

sale! 

Sunday School News continued from page 2 Book Discussion Reads  

̆¹ÍÊd¸ÍÆÈÐ̇ 

 

¼ÎÑÑÎÆÒdµrd¾ÔÚÓÌ̃Ød

̆¹ÍÊd¸ÍÆÈÐ̇dÈÆÒÊdÔÚÙd

in July 2008 and has 

been theologically 

challenging readers 

ever since.  It tells the 

story of a family who 

tragically loses their 

youngest daughter and 

ÙÍÊdËÆÙÍÊ×̃ØdØÙ×ÚÌÌÑÊdÙÔdÈÔÒÊdÙÔdÙÊ×ÒØd

with her loss.  Four years later he re-

ceives a mysterious invitation to return to 

the shack where the tragedy occurred.  

He reluctantly goes and in walking back 

into his deepest nightmare, he encounters 

¬ÔÉdÎÓdÆdÜÆÞdÍỄÉdÓÊÛÊ×dÊÝÕÊÈÙÊÉrdd¹ÍÎØd

book goes to the heart of the question: 

̆¼ÍÊ×ÊdÎØd¬ÔÉdÎÓdÙÍÊdÒÎÉØÙdÔËdÚÓØÕÊÆÐq

Youth Group News 
 

The Youth Group starts off the New 

Year preparing: their room for more fun 

as they paint a mural on the wall and 

their hearts for more love in action as they work 

toward their next crack at the 30-Hour Famine. 

 

They meet on Sunday, January 10, 2010 from 5:30 

ï 7:30 and will share supper, then paint the mural 

and any unfinished squares in the YG Room down-

stairs.  So wear clothes you donôt mind getting a 

little messy and come ready to work! 

 

The next meeting is Sunday, January 24, 2010 

when the focus will be on preparations for the 30-

Hour Famine.  Weôll pass out pledge cards and 

other materials, decide on activities and fundraisers 

and have an all-around good time.  The date for the 

30-Hour Famine is Saturday, February 27 over-

night through Sunday, February 28.  Weôll open at 

noon on that Saturday, play games, share stories, 

learn more about hunger in the world and how we 

can make a difference.  Weôll spend the night in 

the Fellowship Hall, share our experience with the 

congregation the next morning in worship and re-

main fasting through the afternoon until official 

Youth Group begins at 5:30 p.m.  So save the dates 

and be ready to join us as we have a great time get-

ting to know each other and God better! 

ADOPT A FAMILY 
by Sukey Walter  

 

The Mission team 

adopted 9 moms and 

their kids ranging in 

age from 4 months to 5 

years old.  These moms 

are getting their lives back to-

gether and learning how to be 

good parents at Madonna Heights.  

Thanks to the generosity of the 

congregation who either bought 

items or donated money we will be 

able to make their Christmas 

merry indeed.  A wrapping party 

was held on December 22 to wrap 

the many gifts.  
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Worship Team News 
by Everett Garland 

As we wel-
come  the 
new  year 
and recover 
from the 
busy rush of 
the holiday 
season, I 
would like 
to share 
with you 
some of the 
opportuni-

ties to worship at Sweet Hollow.  Our Saturday 
evening service will be on January 9th at 5:00 
p.m .  The Martin Luther King Jr. Interfaith service 
will be on Sunday, January 17th at 4:00 p.m. at St. 
Hugh of Lincoln in Huntington Station. Our Liturgi-
cal Dance Team and some of our young people will 
be participating in this service.  Please  join us as 
we share with other local area congregations of 
several different religious faiths and backgrounds. 

In our Hymnal, hymn #242 is a paraphrase of 
tǎƭŀƳ мопΥ ά/ƻƳŜΣ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ 
who work and pray by night, by day, Come bless 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ έ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘ 
us join together in the worship and praise of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Mission Team  
by Charlotte DeSanti  

  
2009 seemed to go by rather quickly.  We ended the 
year with a wonderful response from all of you in our 
Adopt A Family Drive.  Our family this year was actually 
nine families of moms and their children from Madonna 
Heights.  Everything requested on their wish list was 
granted either through your purchase of the items or 
monetary donations. Sukey Walters did just an amazing 
job putting all this together, finishing all the shopping 
herself, setting up the wrapping and arranging for the 
delivery of  all the gifts.  Along with the ladies of the 
church helping to wrap and everyone who donated, we 
thank you for making the holidays a little brighter for 
these mothers and their children. 
     
We also want to thank all who partici-
pated in Project Hope on December 
5th and 6th. Many thanks to those 
who helped to prepare food, setup, 
cleanup, serve, cook, or who made a 
monetary donation or dropped off food because they 
could not be there.  We help prepare this Sunday Sup-
per twice a year to those in our community at St Hugh's 
of Lincoln Roman Catholic Church in the Station.  There 
are many, many ways to help out with this organiza-
tion all year long.  If dates we set up do not work for 
you, please speak with Maureen Sansone and she will 
connect you with a web site where you can help accord-
ing to your schedule.  I want to especially thank Mau-
reen and Frank for spearheading Project Hope in our 
church and organizing each event.  They have done a 
wonderful job!  I know it is something that comes 
straight from their hearts to help with this great need for 
those right here in our community. 
     
Sharing Bags of healthy snacks will be out January 10th 
to be collected and blessed on January 24th.  The 
snacks will go to the children of the Huntington Station 
Enrichment Center. 
     
We look forward to another year of mission helping 
those in our community and around the world as 
well.  Please, if you would like to join - we would love to 
have you aboard.  We meet once a month and even if 
you can't participate in all our events or meetings, just a 
little here and there makes a big difference.  We look for 
most of our help with the Harvest Fair (and yes, we are 
already under way in some areas), so please contact 
me: Lopus71@aol.com at any time during the year if 
you would like to hop aboard - even if it's for a short 
ride. 
    
Keep warm everyone and a very happy, healthy and 
wonderful new year ahead.   

The Mission Team 

 

Courtney Schmitt and Emily Moder call 

the congregation to worship by ringing 

the church bell. 

WAITING 
contributed by Alice Wansor  

 

Boy 

girl  

toddlers  

wait for Mom  

hoping the food pantry  

will have enough food for them all  

 

BELL RINGER DEADLINE  

Tuesday, January 26 
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òA Primetime Christmasó Delights Viewers 
 

This yearõs Christmas Pageant, òA Primetime Christmas,ó was a hit!  Despite weather 
challenges including ice and snow, the show was well -attended and enjoyed by all who 
were there.  The play was organized as though the audience were sitting in their living 

rooms watching TV.  They were entertained by a talk show, a reality show, a game show 
and a news show with amusing commercials interspersed between.  Set changes were 

facilitated by the singing of Christmas carols.  The whole extravaganza was followed up 
by a delicious Dessert Buffet and a visit from Santa.  Many thanks to all who partici-
pated ð onstage and behind the scenes ð to make òA Primetime Christmasó the very spe-

cial show it was!  
 

Game Show Host Brianna Brilliant (Jessica Schwab) asks contest-

ants Mrs. Fortunata (Pastor Rebecca), Ms. Thinmint (Kira San-

sone), Miss Ann Thrope (Annalise Thode) and Gretchen Good-

heart (Brittany Moder) the question: ñWhat is the meaning of 

Christmas?ò 

Rev. Halle Lou Yah (April Fallon) and Director 

Maxine Moody (Kira Sansone) watch the 

Christmas Pageant in progress while Jessica 

Schwab narrates. 

Jesus, Mary (Jessica Fressle) and Joseph 

(Brandon James) lying in a manger while 

Narrator Jessica Schwab and the Angel 

Gabriel ( Alexandra DôAngelo) look on. 

Son (Nicky Fressle) and Mother 

(Sarah Greller) engaged in lively 

conversation that leads to the need 

for Heavenôs Helper  

Insurance. 

continued on page 6 

Husband (Anthony DôAngelo) 

calls 1-800-DAN-YELL to close 

the mouth of his nagging Wife 

(Sandra James). 


