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Happy New Year! 7
2007 is over. 2008 is be-
gun, It is a time for new beginnings.
In a way, it is also a time that is cele-
brated in our Christian calendar as well.
For it is the time following Christ’s
birth, the time that traditionally we be-
gin traveling the journey through Jesus’
life and ministry toward the cross at
Calvary.

I'm going to be doing some-

thing a little differently this winter, .

though. At the Presbytery of Long Is-
land Clergy Retreat last October, we
had some wonderful discussion about
the church: our individual congrega-
tions and the greater Presbyterian
Church (USA). We talked a lot about
what difficult times we are in, how the
church is not deemed important in the
culture in which we live. As we con-
sidered this issue, it came to us that we
are in a situation not unlike the early
church, the church that began after Je-
sus’ life, death and resurrection. It was
a marginalized entity in a world that
was centered in Roman society, a soci-
ety in which the Christian message was
not relevant. We are a marginalized
entity in a world that is centered in ma-
terialism and consumption, a world in
which the Christian message is also not

considered relevant. For all the talk of
“culture wars” and arguments about
whether or not the political candidates
believe in God and the Bible, the fact
remains that most people
(approximately 7 out of 10) do not at-
tend church on a regular basis, much
less live lives that are concerned with
the values and principles set forth by
Jesus.

So as we begin 2008, rather
than using the traditional lectionary
and working our way through the gos-
pel story of Jesus and his message, |
am going to be traveling the book of
Acts. Acts is the story of the early
church as told by the author of the gos-
pel of Luke. He begins with the As-
cension of Jesus and then journeys
through the first days of the Christian
community (before they were even
called “Christians” — a point that he
makes in chapter 11 when the mem-
bers of the church at Antioch were first
given the name). Luke takes us
through the early days with the disci-
ples that personally knew Jesus and
eventually moves on to Paul (who
never met Jesus while he was alive)
and his story. In and through it all,
Luke tells the story of people in com-
munities where Jesus and his story
were unknown, unheard, and unimpor-
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