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i Bring A Friend

Focusing on Israel as a center
for the three Abrahamic relig-
prsdand the integral role of

ot e thase rgligiong i conflict and

Church of Sweet Hollow with new

officers elected, a new budget in place,
a sermon series taking us through the

book of Acts,

(already!) completed and new ones un-
derway, Confirmation Class begun and

mission projects

a New Members class in the offing.
mor e,

Ther eds
ways mor

thank you for the love and support that
you have shown me throughout my ser-

vice here.

€,

but

Especially

the honor that | have been given in be-
ing selected as a representative of our

t her

at

0d

denomination (one of two nationwide)

to attend Project Interchange, an Inter-

faith Tour of the Holy Land that en-

gages in dialogue between Christians,
Muslims and Jews. Twelve Protestant

leaders (of which | will be one) are

traveling on Sunday, February 24, 2008
to Israel, spending the first two days in

Tel Aviv, the next two days in the north

(Galilee and the environs where Jesus
was raised) and the final days in Jerusa-
returning home on Tuesday,
March 4, 2008. In a statement from the
seminar, | share with you some of the

lem,

objectives of the gathering:

modern times, this hdepth
educational travel seminar will

provide participants with an

|l sr ael

0s

overview of contemporary Is-
rael and a better understanding
of U.S:lIsraeli relations.
seminar will also investigate

The

posi tion

environment, history and relig-

t agnfligt.

e i85 anghthe lsraelPaleptigigne ¢ s
Partigieants) \gilgbe | | k e
introduced to differing points

of view on controversial issues,

and will have the opportunity
| tq nreet with lgading tsraeli and s

cymakers.

intellectual

Palestinian academics and poli-

Seminar partici-
pants will interact with Israel's

religious, cultural, societal, and
leaders to create
opportunities for collaboration,
learn about the complex reality

Israel and the Middle East face,
and enhance understanding of
U.S-Israeli relations. As the
group tours the country, you
will visit holy sites; engage in
interfaith dialogue; explore Je-
rusalem from diverse perspec-
tives; and be introduced to Is-
rael-Arabs, Jews, and Pales-

tinians.

a



PAGE2 NEWS & VIEWS OF ACNITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTERCGYHNJRCH OF SWEET HOLOW FEBRUARY 2008

Sunday School News

by Carol Keil

Christian Education News

The next WoRM unit (Workshop Rotation Method) is taken from John 1:43-51. The workshop se-
ries will continue the 2007-2008 theme i He a rGondgb s Wiatlh 6a furt her | ook at J
ples; specifically his call to Philip and Nathanael. The workshops will focus on the lines of communication
that exist between God and us; just as God calls us to act and serve, so we must be open and willing to
hear His call.

Joan Sommermeyer has designed Thankful Journals for grades 6-8 and Disciple Journals for
grades K-5. The children have been instructed to use the journal daily to make note of either the things for
which they give thanks or how they have acted as a disciple that day. The journals are to be brought to
class each week for a period of #Ajournal sharing tir
the children in their commitment to make daily journal entries, be responsible for keeping track of their jour-
nals and bringing the journal to class each Sunday.

The Memory Verse for this WoRM unit is Psalm 139:1,3biA Oh Lor d, you have seal
know me. You are familiar with all/l my ways. 0

Souper Bowl of Caring 2008

On Sunday February 3, the children of Sweet Hollow Sunday School and Youth Group will be on
hand to greet the members of our Sweet Hollow Church family as they arrive for morning worship

O\  to receive your donations of canned soup and monetary donations to the Souper Bowl of Car-
ing 2008 campaign to wipe out hunger.

Since 2000 our church has contributed a total of $995.00 and 651 cans of soup! All donations stay
here in our local community. This year all proceeds of the campaign will be donated to the Huntington
Community Food Council. To find out more about more about the history of Souper Bowl of Caring log
onto http:// souperbowl.org on the web.

Pancake Breakfast

Please join us following morning worship on Sunday February 10, 2008 for the An-
nual Sunday School Pancake Breakfast prepared by the children and teachers of the
Sweet Hollow Sunday School. Breakfast will include pancakes, sausage, bacon, orange
juice, coffee and tea.

The freewill offering collected will be donated to support the outstanding work of Central Asia In-
stitute . NBC newscaster Tom Brokaw called Greg Mortenson , co-founder of CAl, an extraordinary exam-
ple of Aone ordinary person with the right combinat:i
ing the world. o Mortensonébés organization is dedicat e
and Afghanistan in establishing community-based projects; focused primarily on rural education and liter-
acy, especially for females. This includes ongoing teacher training programs, establishment of libraries and
providing temporary education in areas ravaged by natural disaster or crisis.

The son of Lutheran missionaries stationed in Ta
dedication to Ateam buildingodo within the | ocal c¢commt
son has integrated that philosophy into his own work in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Sweet Hollow Sunday
School is proud to join that team!

To learn more about the work of CAl and its co-founder Greg Mortensonreadfi Thr ee Cups of
Tea: One Mands Mission To Pr omot e byfegMogaenso®andDadd h o o |
Oliver Relin; or visit www.ikat.org.
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Annual Meeting News

The Annual Meeting of the Presbyterian
Church of Sweet Hollow was held on Sunday,
January 27" after worship. A number of important
things occurred at this meeting; here is the update.

We elected four elders to serve a three year
term: Anthony DO6Angel o
agreed to repeat for another term each and Laura
Fallon and Sarah Greller were elected to first terms.
We elected seven deacons: Tracy Mora and Gloria
Sperry are repeating another term each, Martha
Garland and Angelina Henn were elected to full first
terms, Lori Galen and Frank Sansone are filling two
-year terms and Niaja Mowatt filling a one-year
term. Thank you all for agreeing to serve as our
leaders in the coming years. We look forward to
your Ordination & Installation Service on Sunday,
February 10". (Donoét forget :
con / Elder Training is held Sunday, February
3" after worship. Lunch is included and those
who have already been trained in the Child Safety
& Protection Policy are free to leave at 3:30 p.m.
Those who need to take this training will be finished
at 5:00 p.m.)

Additionally, we elected George Bures,
Robert Earthy, Wayne James and Rachel Vione as
our 2008 Church Officer Nominating Committee
with Irene Quint as our alternate.

We also passed the 2008 Proposed Budget
of $183,734 which did include raises for all our
staff, but left us very lean on capital improvement
monies. However, considering all the amazing
work that we have done on the building in the past
several years, it is our hope that we might take a
breather in 2008 from those expenses and really
focus on our community and our mission outreach.
We do acknowledge that if anything untoward hap-
pens in the coming months, we may have to reach
out to you at that time. But our prayer is that we
might weather these coming months within our
budget and with joy that the focus of the ministry we
are doing is on God©é6s

Thank you all for your support of the Pres-
byterian Church of Sweet Hollow i may all we do
be to the glory and honor of God!
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Fat Tuesday Pot Luck Dinner and

Lenten Dedication Service
by Frank Sansone

/ You are cordially invited to join in a

s
M celebration of food, fun, fellowship,
d !E

and devotion on Tuesday, February
a rst gt 6:308°. MR eVeawll Enjoy a

dinner, followed by a couple of
games; then weol | cl
a Worship Service led by Pastor Segers.

ear

Members of the Worship Committee will be ap-
proaching you during fellowship time after the ser-
vice to bring main dishes, side dishes, salad and
desserts. If you wish, you can also call the Church
Office and let us know how many are attending,
and what you are planning to bring.
Mandatory Dea-
We hope you can attend this celebratory service
as a way to prepare for the next 40 days of Lent.

HIHI
by Mary Ellen Moyse

Our church, through the Huntington In-
terfaith Homeless Initiative (HIHI), con-
tinues to work during the cold winter
months to feed and provide an over-
night stay for homeless men at Bethany &2===—=
Presbyterian Church. We have agreed

to prepare and serve a simple dinner, breakfast and
bag lunch for about twenty (20); we also set up the
Bethany Church for their overnight stay.

{

As the coordinator for Sweet Hollow, | need your
help. If you are able to prepare a tray of meat, po-
tatoes, vegetables, or provide a few jars of hot
sauce, loaves of Italian bread, a gallon of milk,
soda, oranges or cookies, please let me know. If

p e &/q¥ [fegl you can help welcome the men, serve

food, set up the church, chaperone for a few hours
or help during breakfast, that would be very helpful.

Sweet Hollow has been assigned two (2) weekends
in February: Friday, February 1-February 2 and Fri-
day, February 29-March 1. Please let me know
where you would like to help out; you can reach me
at 516-692-2817 or e-mail goldquincy@verizon.net.
Thank you.

t

he
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MISSION TEAM
by Charlotte DeSanti

First and Foremost: As | was putting together the annual review for the
Mission Team and looking at all that we did for 2007, the mission team ex-

THANK YOU tends a BIG THANK YOU to you, our church community, because without your
help and dedication nothing that we accomplished would have been possible.
So thank you very much Sweet Hollow Members, Family and Friends.

As we move forward into 2008, as always, we welcome anyone who would like to become a
member or to just help out in any one of our events. Please contact me by email at
lopus71@aol.com or Pastor Rebecca. When an event comes up where you feel that you
have the time or talent, we welcome you.

This year we will again continue with our sharing bags and start planning our Pumpkin
Patch/Harvest Fair and will keep you posted.

Currently, our HIHI Program is in full gear. We feed and provide overnight housing
for the homeless one Friday night per month at Bethany Church on Maplewood Road and

Park Avenue. We are "truly in need" of additional help for the 7 - 11 p.m. shift
(chaperones), 11 p.m. - 5 a.m. shift (overnight), and 5 - 7 a.m. shift (cleanup and break-
fast). Our volunteer base is small and we need help despecially men. So if you can

spare a Friday evening or an early Saturday morning for those less fortunate it would
be greatly appreciated. Please contact Mary Ellen Moyse at goldquicny@verizon.net.

Ron Worell from the Huntington Station Enrichment Center spoke in church on January 27
in "A Minute for Mission." Those of you who were in attendance that Sunday got to

know a little more about where our sharing bags go and what the HSEC does for our com-
munity.

Our food banks are as low as they have been in years. Please remember the food basket
at the church entrance each Sunday. Just one can from each family adds up for those
who are hungry. Especially needed is cereal (hot, cold and baby).

Finally, our Sunday School is collecting soup for Souper Bowl Sunday this February 3rd
so please remember to bring in a can.

We look forward to our mission work this year and thank you all again for your contin-
ued support.
The Mission Team

frrPEEEREIIIRIRIRRERRERERIRIOSE
l tds a Girl

Wolf are the proud
parents of a baby
girl, Laura Harper
Wolf, born on Mon-
¢ day, January 28.

! Laura weighs in at

§ 8 Ibs., 2 0z. and is 20 inches long.
g

$

$
$
g
$
§ Margaret and Jaime
$

g
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$
$
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At the Manse Advent Party there was a party,|

in the basement too! (Left to right): Amanda 1
Vione, April Fallon and Kira Sansone H

She joins her sister Emily. Mom and
baby are doing fine.
?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEE,
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A MORMON MISSIONARY WILL BE OUR GUEST AT

OUR CHURCH BRUNCH TUESDAY FEBRUARY 5™
by Bill Walter

The Church of Jesus Christof Lattetray Sai nt s i s o mewimfreligbmandjrdadvéte f a
its size, one of the richest. Church membership, now at thirteen million is growing worldwide. The church was
founded in upstate New York in 1830, by Joseph Smith, Jr., who said he had translated the Book of Mormon from a
book of golden plates that were buried near his home in a place shown to him by a resurrected human named Maror
whom the LDS church commonly refers to as Athe angel
moved to Missouri, then lllinois where Joseph Smith was murdered; Brigham Young then led the majority of the fol-
lowers to settle in the territory of Utah. Lattéay Saints do not consider themselves part of the Catholic, Orthodox
or Protestant traditions, but rather Restorationist, because it teaches that after the death of Jesus and the twelve apc
tles, the priesthood authority was lost and some important doctrinal teachings, including the text of the Bible, were
changed from their original form, thus necessitating a Restoration prior to the Second Coming. That restoration, ac-
cording to LDS church doctrine, took place during the life of Joseph Smith, Jr. The LDS church has also distin-
guished itself from other Christian denominations by their belief in medieynmevelation through a prophet, conduct
of temple ceremonies (such as baptism for the dead, eternal marriage, which continues intdifee aftbthe En-
dowment, the fgift of power from on higho), as well
his resurrection and a former practice of plural marriage (officially abandoned in 1890).

A Latter-day Saints missionary will be present at our Church Brunch on Tuesday, FebBlttmasSist us in
increasing our understanding of their church and answer our questions that may include the role of women, minoritie:
and people of color, polygamy, their emphasis on family and a life style that abstains from alcoholic beverages, to-
bacco, coffee, black tea and recreational drugs. We
tion of Mormonism.

Join us for what promises to be a very topical program since one of the Presidential candidatgs)is

being challenged for his Mormon religion an uobl |
Presidenti al Primary |l ater in the day. The rch E
Enjoy some delicious refreshments, and yes we will have freshly brewed coffee as weltafeinated
beverages.
SWEET HOLLOW NEWS FROM FLORIDA
by Bill Walter
I//Weﬁre delighted to have received what Carl and

In July Carl and Betty celebrated theif8@edding anniversary, aday affair with family and friends in

Largo, Florida, with festivities at their home, in a local hotel and at their church where Carl filled in for
their pastor and their son, Craig served as lay liturgist. 2007 has been quite a year for the Sarines. In
May, Craig and Robbinsé daughter, Andrea, gr ad:!
with a BS in nursing, magna cum laude. In August, their granddaughters, Sarah & Andrea married best friends Jona
than Johnson and John Kay, respectively in Chattanooga. In September, Carl and Betty were in Pennsylvania visitir
their son, Scott and Linda and their grandsons, Jason & Andrew; Jason had returned from Iraq in June in time to par:
ticipate in @anmi\,{ersaaym:elebrﬁiem Wihababoutihe other two of their four sons, Eric and Mark,
you might ask? Carl and Betty were at Mark and Kri s
Mar kéds families were at Carl and Bettyb6s home for CF

Along with their newsy card, Carl and Betty included a thoughtful donation, a portion of their tithe from the
sale of a property. Many thanks, Carl and Betty. Hope your excursions will extend up to Melville, NY one of these
days. Our communion table with its carved inscripti
presence is still with us.
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SWEET HOLLOW FINANCIALS
by Bill Walter

The 2007 Sweet Hollow financial results are compared with the prior four years in the table below. During
these 5 years we have accomplished many major capital improvements in our church facilities including: in the
manse a new gas furnace, a second bathroom, new roof and siding, bay window; in thiea@ER furnace, reno-
vation of 4 small Sunday school rooms into larger Drama/Music and Arts/Crafts rooms; under the ChuréhaParlor
new Youth Group room acoustically isolated from the parlor; the Nursery batlirtmnwaste pipe redirected from
the CEB to the Sanctuary cesspool; Parking k¢aled and restriped; in the Sanctuagjectric & lighting re-
vamped, the steeple was replaced, the bats removed, a liquid cement application to the exterior. Some $86,229 was
spent on the major improvements without a significant impact on our Memorial Funds. This has been a major
achievement in the protection and preservation of our historic church facilities. A huge round of thanks te our hard
working House Committee chairman, Ray Moder and to the many contributors.

YEAR 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
BUDGET 132,149 135,739 151,175 171,055 189,937
EXPENDITURES 122,138 168,682 165,995 223,218 237,443
RECEIPTS 132,731 152,283 165,314 200,244 213,816
NET +10,593 -16,399 -681 -22,974 -23,617
MEMORIAL FUNDS | 77,292 97,207 117,601 91,205 74,347

In 2008 we are entering a tighter year. Our electric and fuel oil bills are expected to be $5,000 higher. The
pledge envelopes received in 2007 were lower than the previous year for the first time since 2000. The pledges for
2008 of $105,000 are somewhat lower than last year. The economic picture nationally and on Long Island is cau-
tious. As a result the Session has adopted a 2008 budget of $183,734, lower than 2007 because it does not include
budget item for any major capital expenditure. $5,000 has been included for maintenance in our church facilities. If
some more major item does require to be taken care of, we will notify the congregation and seek their support. We
do expect that more attention will need to be given to Mission and to individuals and groups that will need extra help

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE PASTORG6S BUSI NESS CARD

by Charlotte DeSanti, Chair contributed by Marcy Gordon
We continue into 2008 with _ A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At
our same church emplqy(ale§. one house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no
I(\:Arl:jlrthér:elitrgéS/ageEr:zeAeljs- answer came to his repeated knocks at the door.
tin; Church Steward & House- Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote "Revelation
keeping, Richard LeTung and 3:20" on the back of it and stuck it in the door.
Marjorie Lebby; Church Treas- ) )
urer, Cathi Matuza; and our When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found
Nursery Caregivers, Andrea that his card had been returned. Added to it was this cryptic mes-
Koutsoftas, Sara Verma and sage, "Genesis 3:10."
Qﬁ/zg?r? Vglwﬁrr?sén:[jl.egbﬁ;e Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in
the possigtions that the;J/ hold gales of laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins "Behold, | stand at the
working with Pastor Rebec;:a door and knock." Genesis 3:10 reads, "l heard your voice in the
and our church community. garden and | was afraid for | was naked."
Thank you. "A cheerful heart is good medicine" (Prov. 17:22)
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‘ Footprints continued from page 1 |

One of the questions that has been raised by
a few concerned parishioners has been about my
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Book Discussion Builds on

“ul NNAEx@dOEdUI Ed? 4

safety on this trip.

| want to assure you that w

will not be traveling to any disputed territories anc
that we will have a representative of Project Intel
change and an Israeli soldier with us at all time
including travel. Nor will we be taking public
transportation, but have a private bus chartered f
our travel (thus no one will be able to enter the bt
that is not known to the leaders of the tour). Add
tionally, we will constantly be working with people
across faith traditions, which | believe is a benef
to us that should help to allay anxiety as well.

fiDo not worry about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And tt
peace of God, which surpasses all understandiry

The next Book Discussion
GENEEUT OOdT @d° EO «
Pillars of the Earth.  The
story concerns the building
of a cathedral in Kings-
bridge, England in the
twelfth century. This was a
time of civil war, famine
and religious strife that is
detailed through the lives of
several main characters in

KEN
FOLLETT

PILLARS
OF THE
FARTH

will guard your hearts and your minds in Chnst
Jesus. o0 (RBHilippians 4:

epic style. lItis also a novel
‘that is invested in architecture and its history.

| feel truly honored to have been chosen forVhen Ken Follett wrote the book, which took
this opportunity and know that God has much f0|three years, he was mOSﬂy knOWﬂ as the au-

turn. | promise that | will host a Church Brunch

upon my return and perhaps a time on a Sunde\yI 160l ddNi PE~d"

afternoon if those who are working Monday
through Friday would be interested in a presenta:

(and agent) were not initially supportive, saying
POUdDPOOUpdPOU
cess with these thrillers, are you sure you want

tion. | also would wish that you be as comfortabledd Od UxT UEd £2COUUd CUT NET Ol d Ad E

with and joyous about this trip as | am.

If you have

Not only is  Pillars of the Earth a book

any further questions for me, please feel free t@pout a church, but it is also evocative of its

ask. Know also that your prayers for me are alz

ways welcome, whether as | travel abroad or sim-

ply work on the upcoming sermon for the week!
- Rev. Rebecca Segers

_ one in which we learn about the histori-
cal context and the lives of the common people
who lived then. A long book (973 pages), Pil-

time

MANSE ADVENT PARTY PICTURES

Conversation
in the kitchen
(left to right):
Pastor Re- S
becca, Everett s &
Smith and (
Ray Moder

Carol
and Gail
Keil
share a
mother-
daughter
moment
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
by Alice Wansor

Through the three years our group has been in
existence, we have had many knitters and cro-
cheters contribute shawls, lap robes and

scarves. Some have knit one or two shawls,
some knit one or more shawls per month , but
all are appreciated.

This month, | would like to share with you the
names of these wonderful people: June Alex-
ander, Cindy Auerbach, Marion Beller, Jean Bu-
res, Lori Galen, Ruth Gehnrich, Marcy Gordon,
Sarah Greller, Emmi Hanson, Joan Homeyer,
Carol Keil, Andrea Koutsoftas, Barbara Moder,
Barbara Schwab, Grace Segers, Rebecca Segers,
Gloria Sperry, Jessica Stone, Sukey Walter, Alice
Wansor. Their efforts have blessed the lives of
countless people. Thank you all.

Hand crocheted lap robe by Barbara Schwab

Our next meeting is Thursday, February 21,
1-2:30 p.m. If you have any questions about
our group or requests for shawls, please

FEBRUARY 2008

UPW NEWS
by Sukey Walter

Coming on Friday, March 14th at &:30
p.m. - a Cranium fun fest for ladies
and girls over the age of 10. For

those of you who don't know the game
it is played by teams and combines
charades, pictionary, 3 - D pictionary
and general knowledge. Can you get
your team to guess what song you are
humming, what word you are acting
out? Guaranteed fun and laughter as
we try. Refreshments, of course.
Please let Sukey Walter know if you

can come. (sukey@pb.net) or 423 - 4905.

Youth Group February Fun

The Youth Group of the Presbyterian
Church of Sweet Hollow has fun in store for
the month. We meet the second and fourth
Sundays of the month in February 20n the
10" andthe 24 ™. The 10™ ZH-OO PHHW DW W
church at 5:30 p.m. and share supper to-
gether, followed by games and laughter. On
the24™ ZH-OO0 EH KHDGLQJ WR /HYLW
2:00 p.m. for Bowling fun, courtesy of Don
.UDP-V DEOH DUUDQJHPHQWYV
have a couple of other Presbyterian church
Youth Groups joining us bowling as
well, so it will truly be an afternoon
of fellowship and fun! More info to
come, so set aside the dates and
WLPH DQG VWD\ WXQHG«

,W O

phone Alice Wansor at 423 -1077.

WOMEN FOR WOMEN COMBINES DEVOTION & DESSERT

Women for Women meets Monday, February 4, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.,
this time joining together the spiritual aspects of meditation, affirmation and creative
play with the | uscious joys of chocol ate.
voring a variety of delicious treats including a chocolate fondue thanks to Lori Galen.
We 6| | follow our chocolate fest with a sp

us closer to each other and to God. Please set aside the date and join us for a time that is sure to
enrich and enliven all who attend. Let Pastor Rebecca know if you plan to attend so that she can

make sure there are enough supplies for all.



