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. oot human form. Not just any human form
FOOtp Il nts 'Y either, but who came to be as the son of an
We are entering my 1 _unwed Jewish peasant _girl living in an un-
favorite time of year. Christ- important town on the fringes of the

mastime. The Christmas sea- mighty Roman empire. A God who
son. What the church calls Advent. the wanted to know what it was to live not as

season preparing us for the birth of Jesus 2N All-Powerful Entity, but rather as an

Christ. | love the sights, the smells, the  nsignificant one in the middle of no-

sounds of Christmas. Usually | am excited Where. A God who came to profess food

about whatos comi ng ortehyngry, gghtjo the blind, fregdom

preparations and r e%_(ﬁ)gt § MEPETVESe thenp

steam ahead. o ilee.
Yet | confess that this has beena . _ _

tough fall for me. While it is almost three N Which I/we choose to spend our time

months into the school year, | feel as and our money during this season and

though we still don &¢ndepifweare %P'”Q/J*berGRdiWH‘J?'OV%do u -

tine in our household. What with work and US S0 much justice. Perhaps more rightly

home and Graceds sc WOUEH argwerenghping o thejystice

dance, we are constantly running from one that God commands? Or are we spending

place to another with what feels like no ~ ©Ur time and money contributing to the

breathing room in between. At the end of V&St consumerism our culture demands?

the 20082009 school year, | had a strong To be honest, 1 would imagine

rhythm that included caring for my child ~ MOSt of us are spending more time and

and caring for my community and caring ~ €"€r9y and dollars trying to find the right

for myself. A rhythm that included eating 9ift for the brothesin-law (or aunt or best
well and exercising four times a week, friend, etc.) who already has everything

sleeping eight hours a night and a half hourthan we are appreciating fully the God of
every morning in meditation and devotion. the Universe who has blessed us so abun-
While not all of that has fallen by the way- dantly-

side, | do seem to spend more time feeling So how can we slow down, recon-
overwhelmed and out of sorts than usual N€Ct Spiritually and engage more deeply

not a good start to what can be the busiest with God in Jesus Christ at this hectic time
time of year. of ygar? I would like to r_nake a few sug-

So | dve been pon Qeét'P,r\S'n(lgNo%dr‘?“éQ ike fo fogmally
the meaning of Chr i $9Mmitgyouthaplwilligllignithemmy- ¢ o
the Season,o if youS§i18t 08 hGh&GK jicn |wijtyh,
a God who felt the need to be embodied in 3%n;1ary and compare notes on how we

|l 6ve al so been pon
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Sunday School News

by Carol Keil

Christian Ed News Mittens and More Tree
As we prepare to celebrate the birth ofh® r i n c e Each year Sweet Hollow Sunday School
of P aariogehe season of Advent the Sunday sponsors thfittens and More Treehat
School lessons for the month of December are graces the Sanctuary during the Advent
based on th€ommunities of Peaceurriculum ~/Z8" season; giving the friends and members of
guide. The weekly activities are planned to help thé the Sweet Hollow Church family the op-
children understand their place in the many portunity to donate contributions of mittens, hats,

icommunitiesodo of whi ch glpvessagd seafves that wih he shared withtke t o
grow in understanding of how they can actively pa2eedy of the Huntington area. All are invited to add
ticipate in bringing peace shalomto those com-  to the contributions provided by the members of the
munities. Prayer Shawl Ministrywho have been busy knit-

ting and crocheting items for the tree.

2009 Christmas Pageant
Women 4 Women News

Please mark your calendars to
join us for the presentation of th
2009 Christmas Pageart,

Prime Time Christmasat 6 PM

Women 4 Women will be meeting on the last Mon-
day of the month i November 30" i instead of their
usual first Monday of the month so that they can
on Sgnday December 2@. A . decorate the church for the Advent/Christmas sea-
delicious dessert reception will son t hfeasihoilodned o way . We 61 |
follow the performance and ru- p.m. to string popcorn and cranberries, make paper
mor has it that there will be a visit by a certain chains and hang them alongs

Ajolly old fellowd dredséeétdho nsmoewd!l aReh etalrastalws |
pageant will be held on Sunday morning Decembebc hool cl asses the day bef o
6" and 13 from 11:15 AM12:30 PM in the Parish Wreaths and set candles in the windows, listen to

Hall and on Saturday December 19 from 10 AM to Christmas music and enjoy hot chocolate, cookies

1 PM and Sunday afternoon Decembéef 803 PM. an_d other delicious seasonal foods. It is a joyful

(supper will be served for the cast and crew mem-:hérerlne of togetherness and we.
bers) We hope to see you there! '

In other good and exciting news, Pastor Rebecca

Sunday School Children Are Hosts has secured a place on Long Island for our annual
W4W Retreat to be held Friday, June 4, 2010 i
On Sunday December 28 the children of the Sun- Sat ur day, June 5, 2010. We
day School will prepare for a very special St. Joseph Renewal Center in Brentwood. Their

ABirthday P aasthgy mbke the ré-e dugeapd beautifully landscaped grounds include a
freshments that will be served as Sunday School labyrinth, a chapel and the renewal center with pri-

hostsCoffee Hour following morning worship. vate bedrooms and shared baths. The cost will be
$80 a person and theybdve as

for each attendee. So mark your calendars and
prepare for the best WAW Retreat ever. Addition-

al | , t hey 6 v eto-le-glateemindd rd- o
On Sunday December 2% all Sunday School duc Z d rat 36/ for ?h ose who

families are invited to join us in worship forthetra-s p e nd t he night . Il f you
ditional service of.essons and Carols at 10 AM.  pijlity, please let Pastor Rebecca know.

Sunday School Families Join Traditional Service

(o} N e ]
o o



DECEMBER 2009

MISSION TEAM
by Charlotte DeSanti

It seems like the year just flew by and it is Advent Sea-
son once again.

The Mission Team thanks everyone for all the food do-
nations brought in for our annual Thanksgiving Food
Drive. As you read this newsletter the Sharing Bags will
have already been blessed and on their way to the Hunt-
ington Community Food Council. Before the collection
date of November 22nd the bags were already lining the
breezeway. As we all know, times are still very difficult
and your food donations are a very big and welcome
blessing for so many. Especially during this holiday sea-
son. Thank you all.

In my last newsletter, | thanked all who helped at the
Harvest Fair, and yes, | did forget to thank some. "And"
it's a BIG thank you. It goes to the Keil Family and Otto
Keil Florist for their help in getting all those skids here,
unloading and setting them up so that our pumpkins
could sit on them for one month instead of the grass,
slowing down the decay process. Then coming back to
take them away - something we did not have to worry
about and is a really big help. There are so many differ-
ent hats worn by so many, both seen and unseen that
make our Harvest Fair and Pumpkin Patch a success.
Thank you also to Ray Moder and "Company" (as little
Emily puts it), the youth group and Pastor Rebecca for
cleaning up the remainder of the pumpkins as well. As |
said, many hats are worn and if | forgot your hat | apolo-
gize but | think | got them all this time. Thank you!!

We are signed up again to help with Project Hope for St
Hugh's Sunday Supper. We prepare and serve dinner to
approximately 200 people from the Huntington Commu-
nity on Sunday, December 6th. There is also an hour or
two of prep work needed on Saturday the 5th. The time
slots for volunteering are not long. If you cannot give
your time, donations of vegetable casseroles and des-
serts are needed. If you can help in any way, please
email Maureen Sansone at msansone@.com or myself
at lopus7i@aol.com. We are very short of volunteers.
This year it is a little different. It is mandatory through the
St Hugh's dioceses that anyone who works with children
and is over the age of 18 must take their VIRTRUS
Training Program for child safety protection. Melissa
D'Angelo coached/s for St Hugh's and has that very
training. Some of you might qualify likewise with VITRUS
Training and all that is required is your ID#. A training
course will already have taken place at our church on
Saturday, November 21st. However, you can still volun-
teer for EVERYTHING on December 5th and 6th as long
as you take the training which will be offered several
times over the course of the coming year. | know this is a
busy time for all but if you can offer an hour or two and
take the training at a "course time of your convenience"
that would be wonderful. We will have those dates avail-
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able. The training will be needed to partake in all Pro-
ject Hope Sunday Suppers. Unfortunately this is the
way of the world now and sometimes when we want to
help others we have to take these extra steps, so
please consider. Everyone who participated in last
springs supper had a great time and the people are just
SO appreciative.

This holiday season we have chosen not to offer the
Alternative Gift Giving Market at coffee hour. If you
would still like to use the alternative gift shopping that
we have offered in the past, you may speak with Laura
Fallon for Nourish the Children and go to the websites
for Heifer International at www.heifer.org and the Medi-
cal Benevolence Foundation at www.MBFounda-

tion.org.

Our Christmas family for our "Adopt A Family Pro-
ject" has been given to us or as Sukey Walter puts it
"families” - nine mommies and nine babies from
Madonna Heights. The upcoming Sunday Bulletins will
have a list of what is needed for these mothers and
their babies. Sukey's beautiful Christmas Boutique will
be set up on Sunday, December 6th and proceeds will
go toward helping these families. If you do not have
time to shop, any monetary donation is welcome to
help make holidays a little brighter for all these mom-
mies and their babies.

The Mission Team thanks you again and again for all
your help throughout the year. You enable us to con-
tinue our good works throughout the community and the
world. We wish you all a very blessed Thanksgiving
and Christmas.

Entered the Church Triumphant
Everett Smith
October 13, 1927 i October 30, 2009

Everett Smith, member of the
. Presbyterian Church of Sweet
~ Hollow since 1996 and be-
_ loved friend to all who knew
~ him, passed away on Friday,
October 30, 2009 at Hunting-
on Hospital from complica-
|| tions resulting from an auto-
“® mobile accident that occurred
on Friday, September 4, 2009. Everett was a gifted
pianist, a lover of animals i especially the cats that he
owned over the years i and a dedicated worker with
any job that he was tasked. He loved to be with people
and enjoyed attending all the fellowship activities that
he could at the church. Everett had nicknames for each
of his friends and dearly loved to tease. His faithful
presence and playful spirit are and will continue to be
missed.
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SWEET HOLLOW NEWS

by Bill Walter

JOIN US TUESDAY DECEMBER 8 ™
FOR A CHRISTMAS CHURCH BRUNCH

Continuing our recent tradition of beginning our Christmas Brunch with a wonderful
Christmas movie, we will view The Best Christmas Pageant Evabout six very unruly

DECEMBER 2009

children who teach a whole church about tru

remember |Tahset Byi esaheofipdd st hVéi f peMiraceron J4eSteetdViell

this yeards film stars Loretta Swit, who played

much different role as a harried housewife here. We will have some Christmas Surprises to go

along with our usual freshly brewed coffee, delicious refreshments and fellowship plus for this

Brunchds ome Chri st mas Cheer. The Brunch starts at

us. Youdl!l find a most needed break during thi:
SWEET HOLLOW FINANCIALS

Our churchds financials have been affected by t|

finally underway. This summer our treasurer, Cathi Matuza, has had to take $10,000 from our
Memorial & Reserve funds to cover our operating expenses. Last year Cathi had to take $7,000.
A comparison of our current financial status with three prior years is shown in the table below.

We

ment below our parlor, having the storm drainage pools dug out and repairing &

need

YEAR 2006 2007 2008 2009*
BUDGET 171,055| 189,937 183,734| 188,247
EXPENDITURES 223,218| 237,443| 207,374| 176,546*
RECEIPTS 200,244| 213,816| 202,364| 168,693*
NET -22,974| -23,617| -7,010 | -7,653*
MEMORIAL 91,205 | 74,347 | 69,569| 60,737*
FUNDS

t o

rever se
penses so that we are able to return to making some facility improvements such as, painting the
interior of our 180-year old sanctuary, replace the inefficient 70+ year-old oil burner in the base-

t he

us e

*as of November 16, 2009

of

Me mor i al

& Reser v

restriping our

parking lot. As we complete 2009 our financial goal is to replace the $10,000 borrowed from the
Memorial & Reserve funds.

Our 2010 pledge drive is underway. On pledge Sunday 31 pledges were received totaling
$59,902. Last year at the end of our pledge campaign Sweet Hollow received 61 pledges totaling
$101,900. So we are well on our way and encourage additional pledges, which may be placed in
the offering plate or taken or mailed to the church office. The budget committee is hopeful that
the 2010 budget can be held at or just above $190,000, which will be thetdyear without a signifi-
cant increase, and still be able to include raises for our outstanding staff, our energizing Pastor,
our vibrant Music & Choir Director and our hard -working Church Secretary.
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Worship Team News
by Everett Garland

toJesusd birth. Our Advent Bi bl e9:08througilyDecember ¢

13h at the home of Carol Keil, 285 Sweet Hollow Road, Melville ansldesigned in such a way thats

you need not be in attendance for five conse”*t“‘rji ive
around a different character in the Christmas story.

The Advent Season has begun! We are blessed to have several opportunities to worship Ieadlngq‘ ﬂ
s LAk

While the Advent season is a time of antici padtia-on of
ditional carols to the worship service. Throughout this season leading up to the birth of Jesus, we will open
each worship service with a different church family lighting a candle on the Advent wreath.

Our Saturday evening service will be on Decembertfldt 5:00. On Christmas Eve, there will be a family

oriented service at 7:00 and a candlelight service at 9:00. The choir baen preparing music from Dave
Brubeckdés o0 La Fiesta de | a Posadad; this cantata te
house asking if there is a place for them to stay. Rehearsals for this special music are on Tuesdays froin 8:30

9:15. The worship service on Sunday, Decembet2Will include carols and lessons from the Bible as we con-

tinue to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The family of Irene Quint has requested that monies given in her memory would be used toward the music minis-
try of this church. At a recent meeting of the worship team, it was decided that we would purchase additional
choir robes as our choir has grown, as well as purple stoles to be used by the choir during the Advent and Lenten
season. Any remaining memorial fund money will be used for instrumentalists for the Advent and Christmas
seasons.

I n Angels from the Real ms of Glory, Henry Thomas Sme
Spirit, Son. Evermore your voices raising, to the Eternal Three in One. Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ the newbolhope you wiligake advartagesof thedmany opportenie a s o r
ties to worship Christ, the newborn King.

December Youth Group Plans PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
by Alice Wansor

Youth Group will only meet once in
Decembei Sunday, December f3 Our group has been busy these few years since

at 5:30 p.mi because of the Christ- We0ve come together to creat
mas holidays and break. That meet_robes for those people who need comforting.
ing, however, will be a I(St of fun So far 236 have been donated to shelters, nurs-

We 61 | hold our annual ﬁghs%r:}?estr%?';ﬁé%f fhat aregknoévn todus Decor at -
ing Evening for those in our community who are

older, homebound, or less able to get around. SOyt anyone would like to support our ministry we
save the date and come have a great time togeth@buid always use more knitters or crocheters or

while making a happy difference in the lives of  money to buy the kind of yarn we need.
those we love at the same time.

Our next meeting is Thursday, December 17,
The new year will bring lots of fun and challengesfrom 1 -2:30 p.m. For inquiries contact Alice
as we have planned a combination of fun activitie§Vansor at 631 -423-1077.
along with participation again in the -3®bur Fam-
ine at the end of February- So |l etds i
year with a great time and look forward to a 2010 BELL RINGER DEADLINE
filled with celebration and service! Wednesday, December 23

35
N
oy
o
c
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Harvest Dinner Delights All!

The Harvest Dinner was a wonderful success this year and a good time was had by all. Our theme was
our 180" Anniversary at the Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow and it was borne out in so many ways.
Each table was decorated with toys from the early 1800s: tops, kaleidoscopes, ball and cup, jacks, etc.
and folks could be seen around the room playing with them throughout the evening i plus everyone got to

take home a fun and memorable favor.

The food was based on what folks would have served at a Potluck in our early days and it was delicious!
Our plates were grace with fried chicken, roast, chicken pot pie, corn pudding, all different types of sweet
potatoes, and other tasty comfort foods followed by desserts galore including apple pie, bread pudding and

more.

Enjoying the bounty (left to right): Melissa Bill Wansor and Gloria Sperry with full
Schwab, Barbara Schwab, Janet Chacalos plates of delicious food of the type that ;;32 ﬁ]%n;ir:slrrglciazyae_r
Fred Chacalos, Don Krams, Hillary Krams, would have been served at Potlucks in th beth Conklin based
Sharon Krams, George Bures and 18006s. on early session
Jean Bures. minutes.

After the feast, we enjoyed home-style entertainment. Name-That-Hymn-Tune provided us with music and

| aughter. A skit based on a session meeting from 1¢

Moder, Maurice Perkins and Bill Walter as early session members and Joan Sommermeyer as a delight-
fully feisty Elizabeth Conklin. The piéce de résistance was Sweet Hollow Jeopardy filled with facts about
our church and its members. Grace Segers won the game hands down on behalf of the young people to
the genial chagrin of the women and men (and their good-natured representatives Carol Keil and Anthony
D6Angel o) and delight of the kids. The evening
and a boon to the church. Between it and the Silent Auction (which finished on Stewardship Sunday, No-
vember 15"), the Harvest Dinner earned $947 for the church coffers. With eighty people, young and old,
in attendance, the room was filled with love and laughter 7 all in all, a wonderful and memorable celebra-

tion for all who were there.

The James family
(Kenny, Brandon, Sandra
and Wayne) enjoy the
feast. In the background,
left to right: Sukey Wal-
ter, Mike DeSanti, Fred
DeSanti, Charlotte De-
Santi, and Alison Paalz.
In the far background,
Dorothy Buchholz, Jutta

Christen, Gloria Sperry,
Beth Miller and Walter Lea Quint and Jonathan Brako

Ford. share a smile.

ende



