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Footprints  

Last year, after Pentecost 

Sunday and the confirma-

tion of Robby Reiser and 

Jessica Schwab, my daughter Grace 

said to me rather sadly, ñMom, every-

body in Robby and Jessieôs families 

came for their confirmation.  No one is 

going to come for mine.ò  She had good 

reason for thinking this: the members 

of Robby and Jessieôs extended fami-

lies live relatively close; the members 

of hers do not. 

  

ñWell, honey,ò I responded, ñDo you 

want your family to come to your con-

firmation?ò 

  

ñOh, yes!ò she replied. 

  

ñIôll bet that if you ask them now, a 

year in advance, many of them will 

come.  It will be a trip and it will cost 

some money, but if you let them know 

how important it is to you, Iôm sure that 

youôll have your family here at your 

confirmation too.  If youôd like, Iôll 

send out an email invitation to every-

one and weôll see what happens.ò 

  

Thatôs what we did.  A year has gone 

by.  The floundering economy and 

some job loss in our family has limited 

the travel of some, but my sister, 

Graceôs Aunt Betsy, is here.  My 

mother, her grandmother Muzz, will be 

here on Friday and her cousin Matt is 

coming on Saturday.  Grace is so ex-

cited both to be joining the church that 

she loves and to have her family here 

while she formally confesses her faith. 

  

Family is important.  One of the things 

that I love best about the Presbyterian 

Church of Sweet Hollow is that we are 

a community of faith, but we are also a 

family.  We honestly care about each 

other and pray for each other and no-

tice each otherôs presence and absence.  

Even though we may have no other 

connection with each other outside the 

church walls, we do things together 

and support each other and show up 

for each other when in need.  We cele-

brate with each and we cry with each 

other.  We grow up and we grow old 

with each other. 

  

This type of connection is both impor-

tant and special.  In a world where 

communication is increasingly non-

verbal, where the internet is the me-

dium for social networking, where 

people donôt need to leave their homes 

to work or play, having a church home, 

a church family is a gift of great mag-

nitude. 

 continued on page 7 
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Sunday School Recognition Sunday 
 

Join us at worship on Sunday June 7th as we cele-

brate the young people of our congregation and 

honor the service of their leaders. The service has 

been planned by and will be led by the members of 

Joan Sommermeyerôs pre-Confirmation class.  

 

The service will include Bible presentation and 

Second Grade First Communion for our Second 

Grade student Joey Moder! Congratulations, Joey!  

 

The celebration concludes with a delicious 

ñStrawberry Shortcake Coffee Hourò! 

 

 

Summer Sunday School 2009 
 

Parents, Grandparents and all interested mem-

bers: Summer Sunday School Needs YOU!!! 
 

Summer Sunday School 2009 begins on Sunday 

June 14th. This is your opportunity to participate in 

Sunday School leadership on a short term basis as 

we present ñVeggie Tales Summer Adventure Se-

ries.ò Please use the Summer Sunday School sign-

up sheet at Coffee Hour or contact Carol Keil at 

219-4558 or Pastor Rebecca at 367-9249 for de-

tails.  

 

 

2009 Sunday School Plant Sale 
 

Thanks to all our Sweet Hollow family and 

friends who made the 2009 Sunday 

School Plant Sale a great success; raising 

nearly $1000.00! Special thanks to Toni 

Alpizar and Maureen Sansone who totaled the or-

ders at Otto Keil Florists on May 16th and to Mar-

tha Garland who assisted in sales at Coffee Hour 

on May 17th and May 24th. 

A LITTLE LAUGHTER ï OFTEN  
THE BEST MEDICINE 

IS OUR TOPIC ON TUESDAY, JUNE 9
th

 
FOR OUR NEXT CHURCH BRUNCH 

 

by Bill Walter  
 

On Tuesday, June 9
th
, help us pre-

pare for a sunny joyful summer by 
joining us for our usual good fel-
lowship and a program chosen to 
tickle your funny bone ï  A Little Laughter is 
Often the Best Medicine.  We will take a look 
at some of the early film artists who did some 
amazing feats without the use of stunt men ï 
Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd, Buster Keaton 
and others. We will also have some delicious 
morsels as well,  freshly brewed coffee and 
other beverages.  Join us on June 9

th 
for our 

last church brunch before our summer break. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
by Alice Wansor  

 

The prayer shawl ministry will meet 
on Thursday, June 18 from 1 to 
2:30 p.m.   All who knit or crochet 
are welcome.  Inquiries concerning 
the ministry may be directed to Al-

ice Wansor at 423 -1077  

WANTED VOLUNTEERS FOR  
SUMMER "COFFEE "HOUR  

by Sukey Walter  
 
Starting June 14th through Labor Day our 
"coffee" hour changes to juice and cookies. 
You bring a couple of half gallon containers 
of ice tea/lemonade and cookies or another 
munchie. You make up a pitcher of Crystal 
Light using the supplies in the closet. No  
separate juice for the Sunday School. You 
can set up a table or serve from the pass 
through to the kitchen. If you want to make 
coffee you may. Just remember to bring the 
milk.  



PAGE 3 NEWS & VIEWS OF ACTIVITIES & HAPPENINGS AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW  JUNE 2009  

HAPPY 180th BIRTHDAY  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW  

ON MAY 25 th  

 

by Bill Walter  
Don Krams has been recovering the historic Ketcham ceme-

tery, which is located about 200 feet northeast of our open 

field.  Some 28 to 30 Ketchams are buried here including 

Zophar Ketcham, aged 91, who was buried in 1837.  Zophar 

was a man of some education.  He signed the Articles of As-

sociation demonstrating his support of the Revolution, and 

was given to writing verses.  On the 23rd day of May in 1830, 

having been blind for 7 years and 10 months, Zophar com-

posed a poem of 30 stanzas ñLines on the erection of the 

Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow, A.D. 1829ò.  Zoh-

parôs lines have been preserved because a 14-year old boy, 

Conklin Baylis, wrote them in his blank book.  Conklin be-

came a óMethodist Local Preacherô helping in the erection of 

the church known today as the Little White Church in the 

Wildwood or the Jesus Saves church.  Twenty of Zopharôs 

stanzas are reprinted below. 
The people of a certain place, 

Who had a hard and tiresome case, 

To go so great a length of road, 

To pay their worship to the Lord. 

 

Throô winterôs cold and summerôs heat, 

With shivering limbs and pain and sweat, 

They did desire some better way 

To spend the holy Sabbath Day. 

 

If they a house of worship near, 

Could build in less pain, it might appear 

Much lighter then, than it would seem 

For both the people and their team. 

 

And suddenly did start, 

To see whoôd join and do their part, 

They all did willingly incline, 

With heart and hand together join. 

 

So they conclude, with one accord, 

A house of worship for the Lord 

To build, so then a plan was laid, 

And for a church agreement made. 

 

With cheerful eyes to work they went 

But met a hindôring accident, 

A sudden and a mournful stroke- 

One main hand got his ankle broke. 

 

That put them into such a fright, 

Though if their cause was just and right 

And thus begun, it would not do, 

To let the business all drop through. 

 

So some did laugh, and some did scorn, 

And some did say ótwas all forlorn; 

They sat down to count the cost 

And so their labor would be lost. 

 

We think the cause was good and just 

And in the Lord weôll put our trust; 

A bad beginning, who can tell, 

May end for good-and all be well. 

 

So then to work they went again 

Their enterprise for to retain; 

Materials they soon did collect, 

As soon as any could expect. 

 

The house was framed-foundation laid, 

And for a raising ready made; 

In eighteen hundred twenty-nine, 

The men together, did combine. 

 

One afternoon on Saturday 

They raised the house the ninth of May, 

And on the twenty-fifth of May 

óTwas arranged in a decent way. 

 

The Reverend Mr. John Goldsmith, 

Upon a subject preached therewith: 

Here on this rock weôll build our church 

And nothing shall disturb it much. 

 

Godôs word of truth shall never fail, 

The gates of hell shall not prevail, 

And on the sixteenth of July 

óTwas dedicated solemnly. 

 

So may he bless Sweet Hollow Church, 

And add new members to it much, 

That oft it may be handed down 

To generations yet unborn. 

 

Sweet Hollow Church ótis called by name, 

Sweet Hollow now is in great fame. 

A church was built without a steeple 

By a village small and happy people. 

 

Now they can meet both day and night 

And pay their worship with delight; 

The sun by day to give us light 

And burning lamps to shine at night. 

 

Who here may preach the sacred truth, 

To aged, middle-aged and youth, 

And give to each and every one 

In proper time a due portion. 

 

Now what can be desired more 

From Godôs most holy store? 

So we conclude with one accord, 

Happy people whom Godôs the Lord. 

 

Then letôs serve Him with fear and love 

Who send such blessings from above, 

And that his grace may long remain, 

Here let the people say Amen 
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MISSION TEAM  
by Charlotte DeSanti  

 

May has been an eventful month for the Mission Team.   

 
On Saturday, May  16th  and Sunday, May 17th volunteers from our church participated in St Hugh's 

Project Hope,  preparing and serving dinner to approximately 200 people from the Huntington Commu-
nity.   The Mission Team  would like to offer a special thanks to all those who helped out at Project 

Hope:   Bill  Chamberlain, Alexandra D'Angelo, April Fallon, Lindsay Gordon, Joan Homeyer, Larrry Judd, 

Lynne Judd, Cathi Matuza, Tracy Mora, Kira Sansone, Frank Sansone, Maureen Sansone, Grace Segers, 
Pastor Rebecca Segers, Jessica Stone, Gloria Sperry, Annalise Thode, Deborah Verma, Amanda Vione, 

Rachel Vione,  Joe Vione and Sukey Walter.   Thank you also to the many people who donated rice 
dishes, veggies and desserts:   Laura Fallon, Martha Garland, Joan Homeyer, Lynne Judd, Tim Mason, 

Cathi Matuza, Barbara Moder, Leroy Mowatt, Rose O'Connor, Irene Quint,  Maureen Sansone, Pastor 
Rebecca Segers, Gloria Sperry, Deborah Verma and the Triangle Group, Sukey Walter, Margaret Wolf 

and Charlotte DeSanti.   A special thank you to Emily Kotting for her monetary donation.   If we   missed 

anyone, please accept our apologies and know that your work was also greatly appreciated.   The Mis-
sion Team is truly grateful for the overwhelming response  in generosity of time and talents which so 

many members of Sweet Hollow gave to Project Hope.   We are in the process of setting another date in 
which Sweet Hollow will host another Sunday Supper  at St. Hugh's  and we will provide details as they 

become available.    

 
On Sunday, May 24th   (Memorial Day Weekend) the  sharing bags 

filled with clothing  donated by church members were all placed in the 
front of the church and blessed by Pastor Rebecca.   The clothing  goes 

directly  to The United Veterans Beacon House which assists our Na-
tions Veterans and their families of the Army, Air Force, Marines, 

Navy and Coast Guard.   Thank you to all who were able to give.   We 

had such a  tremendous amount of clothing  donated and it was truly 
appreciated  by  Beacon House  when they came to pick up the cloth-

ing.   This  is just one small  way to help all the men and women who 
sacrifice of themselves so we may live as we do everyday.   Thank 

you  all  and we will be doing this again in November for Veterans Day.  

 
Also, on May 24th, a special dedication  of  the burning bush was given 

in  memory of Les Waters, a beloved member of our church  family who 
did so much: the Mission Team, publishing the Bell Ringer with his 

wife Eleanor (who has now taken on the job herself), recording the 
church service and teaching Christian Ed to name a few.   The burning bush which will turn a bright, 

reddish orange in the fall has been planted  to the left of the sanctuary and sits  just below the spot 

where a future labyrinth will be placed along with benches as a special place for  prayer and medita-
tion.   The burning bush sits, overlooking the pumpkin patch where Les spent many an hour in the 

fall.   Les was a  real nature lover and we felt this was a most fitting tribute for a man who loved his 
family, his church and the great outdoors. He is truly missed.   

  

The Mission Team     
 

 The outdoor benediction 

after the blessing of the 

Burning Bush in honor of 

Les Waters (left to right): 

Pastor Rebecca, Timothy, 

Richard, Carol, Bradley 

and Eleanor Waters 

A bounteous offering of new and 

gently used clothing ready to be 

dedicated and given to the United 

Veteransô Association. 
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We have had a busy and exciting month of May. We 

welcomed new members William Chamberlain, 

Cindy and Quinn Covington, and Aurdra Schmitt, 

as well as our three confirmands, Kenny James, 

Grace Segers and Kevin Manning. We also cele-

brated the baptism of Quinn Collin Covington. In 

addition, we dedicated the burning bush (located on 

the east side of the church building by the pumpkin 

patch) in memory of Les Waters. We give thanks to 

God for Les and his dedication to the many causes 

at the church that he gave so generously of himself 

to. 

 

The month of June promises to be as full as the 

month of May was. June 7th is Sunday School Rec-

ognition Sunday. Weather permitting, the service 

will be held outdoors. In addition to honoring our 

Sunday school teachers, we will also be participat-

ing in Shoeless Sunday, in which people will be 

able to donate a pair of shoes to someone who is in 

need. People are invited to either bring a pair of 

gently used shoes to church with them or wear their 

gently used shoes and ñkick them offò at a desig-

nated offering time and place, thus ending the ser-

vice barefoot. We invite you to   join us for our Sat-

urday evening service which will be on Saturday, 

June 13th at 5:00.  

 

We  wish to thank Rachel Fogel and the choir for 

their hard work in the past year as June 21st will be 

the last Sunday they sing until the fall. We also wish 

to thank Marcy Gordon for playing the piano in Ra-

chelôs absence.   

 

As we look to the summer months, we hope that 

you continue to worship with us, and encourage you 

to attend other churches if you are traveling and are 

not able to be with us.   

New members join the church (left to right): Pastor Re-

becca, Clerk of Session Margaret Wolf, Quinn and Cindy 

Covington, William Chamberlain and Audra Schmitt with 

her daughter Courtney. 

The baptism of Quinn Collin Covington (left to right): Ses-

sion representative Elder William Walter, Pastor Rebecca, 

Cindy Covington, Quinn Covington holding baby Quinn, 

Don Collins and Hope Hoolan.  

Worship Committee 
by Everett Garland 

Irene Quint, Maureen Sansone, Carol Keil, Tracy 

Mora and Jim Sommermeyer sing the Blessing at the 

end of the dedication service for Les Watersô  

Burning Bush. 


