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Footprints  

 Itôs hard to know 

what to write this month.  To-

day is Palm Sunday and 

weôve begun the formal journey to the 

cross liturgically.  It is raining outside and 

a bit chilly.  The weather hasnôt yet de-

cided if winter is over and spring is here.  It 

feels as though weôre in an in-between 

time.  Itôs not death and itôs not resurrec-

tion.  Itôs not winter and itôs not spring.  

Itôs not sorrow and itôs not joy.  Itôs simply 

life. 

 Sometimes that is the hardest for 

us, I think.  When weôre in the midst of 

crisis, most of us cope and even cope well.  

When weôre in the midst of celebration, 

well, who doesnôt enjoy a good party?  But 

when weôre in the midst of simply living 

life on lifeôs terms, that can be a little trick-

ier. 

 We held our annual Palm Sunday 

worship service in the Fellowship Hall this 

morning.  There was beautiful music and 

inspiring scripture with movement and act-

ing going along with it.  We closed with 

ñO Sacred Head Now Wounded,ò a tribute 

to Jesusô death on the cross and it was 

beautifully played and sung and portrayed.  

A living portrait of the experience as we 

view it from a distance. 

 Afterward, I met with a young 

woman who is a student at Hofstra Univer-

sity.  She is taking a World Religions 

course and had been given an assignment 

to visit twice a house of worship not in her 

own religious tradition and to speak with 

the religious leader after about the com-

munity of faith, its precepts and its pas-

sions.  We had a lovely conversation, but 

the question I found most humbling was 

ñWhat do you consider to be the most im-

portant aspect of your religion?ò and its 

corollary ñHow do you practice religion 

every day?ò 

 Many years ago I was asked by a 

new friend, ñIf you could sum up the Bible 

in one word, what would it be?ò  It did not 

take me long to respond: ñLove.ò  This 

was Jesusô only commandment to his dis-

ciples and, therefore, to those of us who 

follow him today.  Love.  ñLove the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your strength, and 

with all your mind; and your neighbor as 

yourself.ò (Luke 10:27) 

 Thus, I feel Love to be the most 

important aspect of the Christian faith and 

a call to Love as the most important prac-

tice that I undertake on a daily basis.  Oh, 

yes, I spend ½ an hour in morning medita-

tion daily.  I pray before each and every 

meal and many other times throughout the 

day and before I go to bed at night.  I read 

and wrestle with scripture on an ongoing 

basis.  But if I do not love the really slow 

person on line in front of me in the gro-

cery store, or my secretary when she does-

nôt do things exactly the way I would like 

them, or the cleaning folks when they mis-

understand my request and leave every 

table in the entire building up before our 

Palm Sunday worship service, or my 
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Christian Ed News 
 

Happy Easter and Happy Spring to All! 

 

We welcome all our Sunday School students to join 

us in family worship at one of three scheduled 

Easter Sunday services: 6:30 Easter Dawn Service 

outdoors in the Gazebo or traditional worship ser-

vices at 9 AM and 11 AM on Sunday April 4th. 

Nursery care will be provided for the 9 AM service 

only. 

 

Regular Sunday School lessons resume on Sunday 

April 11th as we continue the study of Peterôs denial 

of Jesus following His arrest and Peterôs forgiveness 

by Jesus following the Resurrection as found in 

Luke 22: 54-62 and John 21: 1-20. 

 

The Memory Verse for this 2-part series is Psalm 

32:1-ñHappy are those whose transgression is for-

given, whose sin is covered.ò  

 

On Sunday April 25th we begin the next lesson se-

ries focusing on Jesusô appearance to two believers 

on The Road to Emmaus as told in Luke 24: 13-

35. 

 

Please mark your calendars and 

plan to participate in the Pre-

Confirmation Class Car Wash on 

Sunday April 18th starting at 12 

Noon in the church parking lot. All 

proceeds from the Car Wash sales 

will be donated to a charity to be selected by the 

class. 

 

The Confirmation Class had a very rewarding ex-

perience as they volunteered through Youth Service 

Opportunities Project to serve the homeless in Man-

hattan on March 19th and 20th. The next Confirma-

tion Class field trip will be to a Hindu temple lo-

cated in Flushing, Queens on Sunday April 18 th. 

Looking Ahead to May 

 

Please mark you calendars and plan to 

participate in a ñSunday School Dou-

ble-Headerò on the weekend of May 

15th/16th. The Annual Sunday School 

Plant Sale kicks off on Saturday May 

15th with Open House hours at Otto Keil Florists 

located at 30 East Gate Drive, Huntington , from 

Noon to 3 PM. Pre-booked orders may be picked 

up at the church on Sunday May 16th following 

morning worship. Pre-booked plant sale order forms 

will be included in the May Bell Ringer. Also on 

Sunday May 16th the second pre-Confirmation 

Class Car Wash takes place beginning at 12 Noon 

in the church parking lot. 

Congratulations, Greller family! 
 

Sweet Hollow congratulates Sarah and Rusel Greller, who became the 
proud parents of Benjamin Robert Greller, born at 12:27am at Winthrop 
University Hospital in Mineola on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  He weighed 8 
pounds, 14 ounces and was 21.5 inches long at birth. 
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Confirmation Class Update  
 

The Confirmation Class has had a busy and fulfilling month.  On Sunday, March 7th, they visited the 
Westbury Mosque, observed the 1:00 p.m. prayers and spent time with Muslim young people, asking and 
answering questions about each otherôs faith traditions. 

 

The following Sunday, March 14th, they had a regular class meeting and deep discussion about the 
nature of the Trinity and the development of their own Statements of Faith. 

 

On Friday, March 20th, the class traveled to Manhattan to spend 24 hours working with the home-
less and the hungry through YSOP (Youth Services Opportunity Project).  This organization is dedicated to 
giving young people a chance to meet and work with those in need first hand.  The weekend began with an 
Orientation about hunger and homelessness.  Then our confirmands joined others in making a delicious 
supper for the guests: roast chicken, mashed potatoes, salad, sautéed veggies and garlic bread followed 
by brownie sundaes for dessert. 

 

When the guests arrived, they played UNO and chatted with them, served them dinner and ate 
alongside them, learning about the humanity and goodness of those who were ñforeignò to them before.  
After the guests left for where they were going to sleep for that night, the confirmands listened to an inspir-
ing presentation from Chris Williams, a woman working directly with the homeless in Harlem.  Finally, they 
(and chaperones Pastor Rebecca and Joan Sommermeyer) slept on the floor in the Quaker Meeting 
House sanctuary, waking at 7:00 p.m. to start again. 

 

The morning began with bagels, juice (and coffee for those who needed it!) followed by a trip to the 
Bronx to work at the Momentum Project.  There our class folded napkins filled with plastic silverware and 
wetnaps, dished up salad and bread pudding, served the guests lunch and cleaned up afterward.  The Mo-
mentum Project is unique because it does not only feed people, but offers multiple services: a Food Pan-
try, social services for those looking for medical help and has a nutritionist on staff to help those who are ill 
with getting what they need.  The confirmation class then returned for a debrief at the YSOP site followed 
by a fun jaunt to Little Italy for dinner. 

 

So whatôs up next for this amazing group of confirmands?  Classes in Prayer, Proclamation and 
being Presbyterian, to name a few.  A visit to the Hindu temple in Queens.  Written work about their Mis-
sion experiences.  Preparation of their Statements of Faith and memorization work before meeting with the 
session.  And finally, being confirmed in Christ on Pentecost: Sunday, May 23rd at 10 a.m. during worship. 

Chaperone Joan Sommermeyer 

dishes up yummy bread pudding 

for the guests at the Momentum 

Project. 

Getting ready to make plasticware roll-ups for each per-

sonôs meal at the Momentum Project (left to right): Alex-

andra DôAngelo, Amanda Vione, Samantha Schwab, An-

nalise Thode and crew boss/trainer Angel. 

Annalise Thode and Alexandra 

DôAngelo rinse the chicken before 

preparing for the guests at the 

Quaker Meeting House our first 

night of YSOP. 


