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Footprints  

 This has been a 
long, cold winter ï at 
least, itôs felt that way to 
me.  I confess that one of the things 
that I love about being a Christian is 
the Lenten season: traveling the dif-
ficult road to the cross as I also 
struggle through those final weeks 
and days of winter.  It feels like I am 
often in my own dark periods even 
as we follow Jesus to the cross. 
 Perhaps it is simply sea-
sonal.  Shorter days and darker 
nights, the inability to spend time 
out of doors in nature, the lack of 
fresh air flowing into the house 
through open windows.  Perhaps it 
is meant to be that way.  But it 
seems to me that those winter 
months carry within them a longing 
for something more or different or 
better.  That my spirit begins to sag 
and my enthusiasm to wane as 
January bleeds into February and 
February into March. 
 That is why I feel so blessed 
to have Lent to carry me through.  
To have the knowledge while I am 
struggling through the suffering and 
death of Jesus the Christ, the resur-
rection is coming.  I believe we all 
know the feeling of relief and light-

ness of spirit once that first crocus 
pushes through the ground and 
those first buds begin to appear on 
the trees, but while those are 
blessed events to see, the depth of 
gratitude that I feel during Holy 
Week goes beyond a simple appre-
ciation of the coming of Spring. 
 This year has seemed espe-
cially painful to me.  Certainly our 
country and our world are going 
through a difficult period.  It seems 
that each day the news brings an-
other story, large or small, about a 
business undergoing financial chal-
lenge, or someone wrestling with 
economic difficulties.  Indeed, 
members of our church community 
and friends in our neighborhoods 
and sometimes even we ourselves 
are no stranger to job loss or finan-
cial strife. 
 We at the Presbyterian 
Church of Sweet Hollow have also 
suffered our own small setbacks.  
The Egyptian Dinner was not as 
enthusiastically embraced as we 
would have hoped and was post-
poned.  The Sunday School class, 
while garnering a new teacher or 
two, and continuing to build an ex-
citing and productive program, has 
not grown in numbers at the pace 
we have been hoping for.  The 
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Sunday School News 
by Carol Keil  
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April Christian Ed News 

 

The Sweet Hollow Sunday School schedule for the month of April begins with Family Worship at the Palm 

Sunday service at 10 AM on April 5th; and the Easter Sunday services at 9 AM and 11 AM on April 

12th.   

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks will be collected during the Palm Sunday Service. 

 

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt takes place on Palm Sunday, April 5th. The children will meet in 

the Parish Hall following worship to receive their egg hunting instructions. Thank you, to Egg 

Hunt organizers Barbara Schwab and Maureen Sansone! 

 

The Sunday School lesson series on the Death and Resurrection of Jesus concludes on April 19th as we 

celebrate the empty tomb of the risen Christ! 

 

The lesson series for the balance of April and May is Pentecost: Wind and Fire. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of the Sunday School sponsored Pennies for Peace cam-

paign! The Pennies for Peace collection jar will remain in the Sanctuary through Sunday June 

7th. 

 

Looking Ahead to May 

 

¶ Second Grade Sacrament Education begins on Sunday May 17th 

¶ The Annual Sunday School Plant Sale May 16th/17th 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SWEET HOLLOW HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday, April 4 10 am  Choir Rehearsal for Palm Sunday Worship 

Sunday, April 5  10 am  Palm Sunday Worship in the sanctuary 
Monday, April 6  12 pm   Holy Week Meditation 

  7 pm  Women4Women Meditation Evening 

Tuesday, April 7  12 pm  Holy Week Meditation 
Thursday, April 9  12 pm  Holy Week Meditation 

  6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Soup Supper 
Friday, April 10  12 pm  Holy Week Meditation 

  7 pm  Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

Saturday, April 11  5 pm  Easter Vigil Healing Service 
Sunday, April 12  6:30 am Sunrise Service in the gazebo 

  9 am  Easter Worship Service 
  11 am  Easter Worship Service 

 
Please note there is no Guided Noon Meditation on Wednesday, April 8.  

However, the labyrinth will be in the Fellowship Hall and available to walk every day  
at noon including Wednesday.  
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Youth Group News  
 

The Youth Groupôs first meeting in March was actually the close of their participation in the 30-Hour 
Famine.  Five young people: Alexandra DôAngelo, April Fallon, Kira Sansone, Grace Segers and Annalise 
Thode, and two adult leaders, Hillary Krams and Emily Martin, joined Pastor Rebecca in spending Satur-
day, February 28th through Sunday, March 1st in a juice fast, feeling physically what it is like to be truly hun-
gry and joining in solidarity spiritually with those around the world who feel hunger on a daily basis.  They 
took part in all sorts of activities that supported the experience: they made 1,208 miniature crosses to rep-
resent those who lose their lives to hunger every hour, they made Friendship Bags in which to drop notes 
of support to one another and receive them from others including those in the congregation, they can-
vassed the neighborhood for donations, they participated in a very moving worship service in which 604 
candles were lit and extinguished honoring those whose lives are lost to hunger every ½ hour, they played 
games and watched the movie ñGet Smart,ò they had a very full 30 hours before enjoying a marvelous 
meal donated by parishioners when it came time to break their fast.  Those involved had a great time, but 
also had a life-changing experience, coming to understand more fully what life is like for those who are 
hungry and becoming more committed to making a positive difference in the world.  Plus, they raised 
$1,622 ï enough money to feed 4 children for over a year, 232 children for a week, or 1,622 children for a 
day. 

The Youth Groupôs second March meeting focused on time, energy and money ï where do they 
spend it and to what purpose.  As they pondered these things, they decided that theyôd like to continue 
their efforts for those in need, focusing this time on those who are HIV positive and suffering from AIDS.  
To that end, they plan to do the AIDS walk in Manhattan on Sunday, May 17th.  Leaders Hillary Krams and 
Emily Martin will be guiding that effort, including chaperoning them along with any other adults who would 
like to support them.  More information coming at our next meeting. 

When exactly is that next meeting?  The Youth Group will gather on Sunday, April 19th from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., enjoying food, fellowship and fun, continuing to plan for the AIDS walk and perhaps eat-
ing Sômores around the campfire, weather permitting.  If you are a young person in 6th through 12th grade, 
please join us! 

Alexandra DôAngelo makes one of 1,208 

crosses representing one of that many 

lives lost every hour to hunger. 

Grace Segers designs her  

Friendship Bag. 

Leader Emily Martin snuggles in 

her Prayer Shawl. 

Surrounded by the 

light of lives before 

bedtime meditation 

(left to right): April 

Fallon, Alexandra 

DôAngelo, Grace 

Segers, Kira San-

sone, Pastor Rebecca, 

Emily Martin and 

Annalise Thode. Pastor Rebecca and April Fallon light the 604 candles 

representing the lives lost to hunger every 1/2 hour. 


