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Footprints  

This is my favorite time of 

year ï resurrection time!  

Although it came upon us 

fast and furious with a date so early I 

almost canôt believe Easter Sunday is 

over already, God is with us in nature 

bearing daffodils and crocuses in bloom 

as signs that spring is on its way.  The 

real resurrection of the earthôs transfor-

mation surrounds us while the even 

ñreal-erò resurrection of Jesusô return 

from death to life informs our life jour-

neys. 

 

Resurrection seems especially poignant 

to me this year, as I am aware of all the 

small (and large) deaths around us.  

The longer that I am at Sweet Hollow, 

the more dear each and every one of 

you become to me; I mourn the loss of 

Anna Gross, even as I am grateful for 

having known her and celebrate her 

life.  Several pastors in our Presbyterian 

congregations on Long Island have suf-

fered illness and hospitalization in re-

cent weeks, causing stress to them and 

to their families of faith.  My recent 

return from Israel and all the news from 

that troubled area including the murders 

in the yeshiva, the approval of addi-

tional settlements in the West Bank and 

the arguments over Rte. 443 to Jerusa-

lem continue a path toward conflict and 

strife rather than healing and hope. 

 

Some of the lyrics from Stephen Sond-

heimôs A Little Night Music state: 

ñEvery day a little death, in the parlor, 

in the bed, in the curtains, in the silver, 

in the buttons, in the bread.  Every day 

a little sting, in the heart and in the 

head; Every move and every breath 

and you hardly feel a thing, brings a 

perfect little death.ò  The implication is 

that death is all around us, in small 

ways, and it infiltrates and infuses our 

lives until we donôt even notice it. 

 

I would argue that Christians believe 

the opposite.  That even though death 

is all around us in ways great and 

small, our God is a God that not only 

offers second chances (and third and 

fourth and so on), but makes them pos-

sible.  Our resurrection God takes 

death and turns it around, turns it on its 

head, and makes life bloom out of it.  

Each and every Easter Sunday, I 

awake positively giddy with the possi-

bilities that are available to us as be-

lievers in Christ. 

 

So as we travel the Easter season this 

year, I offer to you the delight and the 

challenge ï to see resurrection in all 

that surrounds you.  To see in the diffi-

cult situations that exist in your lives 

Godôs opportunity for resurrection.  

 continued on page 7 
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Christian Ed News 

 

The April Workshop Rotation Method Unit based on Acts 8: 26-39 is entitled ñPhilip and the Ethiopian 

Visitor.ò  The unit continues the overall theme for this year, Hearing Godôs Call. Philip had been working 

as an evangelist in the years following the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and had great success in 

Samaria preaching the Good News and baptizing many in the name of Jesus Christ; but God had another 

plan for him. So it was that Philip met the Ethiopian visitor on the road leading from Jerusalem to Gaza. 

Finding that the Ethiopian was full of questions regarding the prophecies found in Isaiah 53, Philip pro-

ceeded to teach him of these prophecies brought to fruition in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Having heard all this the Ethiopian asked that he be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ professing 

his belief that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God! The story illustrates Godôs unconditional love for peo-

ple of every nationality, race and background.  

 

The Memory Verse for this April is Acts 8:37 (NIV): ñPhilip said, óIf you believe with all your heart you 

may be baptizedô. The Ethiopian visitor answered, óI believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Godôò. Interest-

ingly, this verse is usually included only as a footnote in modern translations of the Bible! Take a look in 

your Bibles and see. 

 

Save the Date! 

The Annual Spring Plant Sale May 17th-18th, 2008 

 

On Saturday May 17th from 12 noon to 3 pm shoppers are welcome to visit the Otto Keil Florists loca-

tion at 30 East Gate Drive in Huntington, (located off Jericho Turnpike behind Cold Spring Country 

Club) to choose from a large selection of annuals, perennials, herbs and vegetable plants for your gar-

den. On Sunday May 18th pre-booked orders and a limited selection of flowering plants, herbs and 

vegetables will be available for pick-up following the morning worship service. All proceeds of the sale are 

to support the work of the Sweet Hollow Sunday School. 

 

VBS 2008 

SonHarvest County Fair! 

Monday August 4th through Friday August 8th 

from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

 

Calling all children  ages pre-school (age 4) thru 8th grade (age 13) to join in the fun as they discover how 

to grow the Fruits of the Spirit: Growing Love, Sprouting Joy, Planting Peace, Producing Patience and 

Picking Kindness. 
 

Calling all interested adults to join us as leaders or support staff for the week.  
 

All the children and their families are invited to the closing BBQ Celebration on Friday August 8th at 6 pm, 

where the children will share the music they have learned throughout the week and watch the PowerPoint 

presentation showing all the wonderful activities they enjoyed each day! 

 

Please spread the word to all your friends and family members and get your registration forms in quickly to 

reserve your space in the SonHarvest County Fair VBS 2008! 
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The Lenten Season  
 

The Lenten season was filled with many meaningful services. We started the 

Lenten season with a potluck supper and Fat Tuesday service on February 5th. 

There were 24 people in attendance.   

        

On Saturday, March 5th, Deacon Sukey Walter graciously hosted communion at her 

home.  

 

Palm Sunday  
 

The Palm Sunday service, held in Fellowship Hall, consisted of scripture read-

ings that were acted out by various members of our congregation, interspersed 

with hymns and anthems by the choir. The service concluded with a liturgical 

dance led by Pastor Rebecca.   

 

 

 

Holy Week  
 

Meditations were held each day during Holy Week. At a church brunch,  Pastor 

Rebecca shared some of her learning experiences from her recent trip to Is-

rael, and to the Christian Education conference she attended in San Diego.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS  
by Everett Garland 

Jesus (Tracy Mora) wears a crown of 

thorns and carries his cross as Judas 

(Audrey Livingstone) follows. 

Music was one of the Palm Sunday highlights 

(front row, left to right): Gary Eisele at the 

piano, Eleanor Waters, Carol Keil; (back row, 

left to right): flutist Samantha Komaroff, Ida 

Haus, Martha Garland (not pictured). 

Liturgical dancers Sukey Walter and Niaja 

Mowatt share with dancers Emmi Hanson 

and Grace Segers the joy of resurrection: 

ñHeôs Not Dead!ò 

Bill Segal of 

the AJC, Bill 

Walter and 

Pastor Re-

becca discuss 

the situation in 

Israel/Palestine 

after the slide 

presentation. 

Angelina 

Henn and 

Matilda 

Bauser enjoy 

a bite of 

brunch Mid-

dle Eastern 

style. 

continued on page 4 
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Maundy Thursday  
 

The Maundy Thursday Soup Supper and worship service included a simple meal, 

followed by an informative  presentation of  the work of Nourish the Children 

and concluded with the video, entitled ñA Warm Heart.ò The video told the 

story of Napoleon Dzombe and how his life has been affected by the work of 

Nourish the Children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday  
 

The Good Friday Tenebrae service was filled with music and scripture lessons, 

telling of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus. There were 32 people in atten-

dance.  
 

Saturday Spruce Up  
 

On Easter Saturday, we had our second Resurrection Party Sanctuary Renewal 

Project; Rebecca and Grace Segers, Frank Sansone, Sukey Walter and Everett 

Garland worked together to polish pews, clean windows, and spruce up the sanc-

tuary for Easter Sunday. Many thanks to all who participated.  

  

Easter Sunday        
 

On Easter Sunday, there was a sunrise service at 6:30 a.m. The services at 

9:00 and 11:00 included a brass fanfare written by our music minister, Gary 

Eisele. The congregation also enjoyed an anthem by our choir accompanied by 

flute and an anthem by our chime choir.  
 

It is my hope that you were present to experience some or all of our activi-

ties during the Lenten season. We are blessed to have a variety of opportunities in 

which to experience the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Worship Committee News continued from page 3  

THE BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPôS APRIL SELECTION IS  
BLOOD BROTHERS by Elias Chacour  

 
This book is the true life story of a young Palestinian -Christian whose world was torn apart 
with the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.  His response to the devastation?  To try to 
live out the words of his rabbi Jesus: ñBlessed are the peacemakers.ò  In one reviewerôs 
words, ñ(This is) a story of deep faith and trust in the power of Love conquering Hate and 
Good conquering Evil. It is a book of hope and resilience in the midst of a seemingly impossi-
ble situation.ò  Wonôt you pick it up, read it and join us on Tuesday, April 15th at 7:30 p.m. to 
discuss? 

Ida 

Haus 

and 

Carol 

Keil sing 

ñThe 

Old 

Rugged 

Crossò 
Frank Sansone serves up soup while 

Carol Keil and Laura Fallon  

wait on line. 

Kira Sansone, Grace Segers, 

April Fallon and Samantha 

Schwab (left to right) walk the 

labyrinth.  


